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THE MONA DISASTER ɀ 8TH DECEMBER 1959 

 

In the early hours of Tuesday the 8th December 1959 
 
Weather conditions were exceptionally severe with a strong south-easterly gale blowing across the 
entrance to the River Tay and the flood tide flowing to the westward.   
 
 
Of Fife ness At 02.02 in the early hours of the morning, the North Carr Lightship broke away from its 
main anchor and started drifting in the gale and heavy sea. The North Carr Lightship was a ship 
without engines, so could not manoeuvre or move without tugs. 
The Lightship ɀ situated at the turning point for ships entering both the Tay and Forth Estuaries, the 
first ship was positioned there in 1887 and the 1959 ship was placed there in 1933. That is the one 
now anchored in Dundee Harbour. 
  
The local Fifeness Coastguard first spotted that the lightship was moving off station. On board the 
North Carr, the Master Mr George Rosie and the crew were trying to drop another anchor, that too 
parted, the crew finally got an anchor over at 06.45 approx and stopped the drift. The crew were 
eventually rescued by helicopter      
  
The Fifeness Coastguard had already asked for Lifeboat help, initially from the Anstruther or 
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Arbroath Lifeboats, But due to a combination of very low water and the severe south easterly gale, 
neither of these boats could launch. Fifeness Coastguard telephoned for the help of the only 
available Lifeboat that could launch in any tide ɀ The Mona at Broughty Ferry.  
 
At 02.42 the acting secretary of the Broughty Ferry Lifeboat, Captain Norman Moug, received the 
following message from the coastguard ɀ Ȱ.ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÒ ,ÉÇÈÔÖÅÓÓÅÌ ÂÒÏËÅÎ ÁÄÒÉÆÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÉÆÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÎÏÒÔÈ 
×ÅÓÔÅÒÌÙ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ !ÄÖÉÓÅ ÌÁÕÎÃÈȢȱ 
Captain Moug authorised the launching of the Broughty Ferry Lifeboat 
 
He telephoned the Coxswain Ronald Grant who lived at Cotton Road in Dundee, and also the 
Lifeboat Mechanic John Grieve in Fisher Street Broughty Ferry. John wakened his son ɀ also John to 
tell him the boat was being launched. 
 
John Senior went across to the Lifeboat shed to fire the maroons and two bangs exploded in the Sky 
to summon the crew.  
 
*ÏÈÎ ÊÕÎÉÏÒ ÈÁÄ ÒÕÎ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ $ÁÖÉÄ !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ +ÉÎÇ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÔÏ ×ÁËÅÎ ÈÉÍ ÕÐȢ  
4ÈÅ ÃÏØȭÎ 2ÏÎÁÌÄ 'ÒÁÎÔ ÈÁÄ ÐÈÏÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÃÁÒ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË ÈÉÍ ÕÐ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ #ÏÔÔÏÎ 2ÏÁÄȟ 
within minutes he had kissed his wife and 18 month old daughter goodbye and left on his first 
rescue mission.  
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THE CREW 

 
Married, Wife Josephine, and he had a baby daughter (Gail) of 8 months. He was born in Tayport. 
Appointed Coxswain only five weeks previous in November 1959. 
 
His father and grandfather were seamen, and he himself served in the Merchant Navy for 10 years 
from when he was a boy.  
(Å ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ"ÅÎ ,ÉÎÅȭ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÁÎ !ÂÌÅ 3ÅÁÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÁÓ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÏÎ Ôheir Far East 
service. He was working with the D.P.& L. Shipping Co., Ltd., until 1957. 
 
He  had given up the sea to have a more settled and happy life with his wife and daughter. But he 
was never happy away from the sea. he had met Alexander Gall to old cox of the Lifeboat at the 
Caledon where both men worked.  
 
Alex Gall said he was retiring and a young but experienced man was needed to take the wheel of the 
Mona. 
Ronald saw this as a chance to get back to sea and he got the job at the beginning of November 
1959. He was happy that he could still call himself a seaman. 
He had been out on trial the previous Saturday and was very pleased with the way the boat handled. 
 
 

 
 
160 Long Lane, Broughty Ferry, married, with son of 20 (Sidney). 
He had more than 30 years service on Lifeboats. He was a well-known boatman at Dundee Harbour 
and was employed by Dundee Perth & London Shipping Co. Ltd. 
Had received the R.N.L.I. bronze medal for his part in the rescue of the crew of nine of the Aberdeen 
ÔÒÁ×ÌÅÒ Ȭ1ÕÉØÏÔÉÃȭȟ ×ÒÅÃËÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÅÌÌ 2ÏÃË ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρωσωȢ 
 

RONALD GRANT, COXSWAIN, AGED 28. 

GEORGE B. SMITH, AGED 53, 2ND COXSWAIN 
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135 Fisher Street, Broughty Ferry, 
Married with two daughters of 20 and 7. 
Had been a member of the crew since 1922. He joined the service from Arbroath where he worked 
with a Marine Engineering firm. He also received a Bronze Medal for his contribution to the rescue 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ1ÕÉØÏÔÉÃȭȢ 
Father and son both died in the disaster. 
 

 

 
 
135 Fisher Street, Broughty Ferry 
Unmarried, son of John Grieve, engineer. 
Kathy Stuart, 20 year old fiancée of John junior heard the rumour on the Lunchtime train from 
Dundee to Broughty Ferry.  
She had been engaged to John for nearly a year, but no date had been set for the wedding. She was a 
ÓÈÏÐ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÙȭÓ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÍÉÔÈ "ÒÏÔÈÅrs.  
John was a mechanic. Both were fond of dancing and had planned a crowded party season over 
Christmas and New Year. 
John was the youngest member of ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÁȭÓ ÃÒÅ×Ȣ  
 

 

JOHN GRIEVE (SEN) AGED 56, MECHANIC 

JOHN T. GRIEVE (JUN) AGED 22, CREWMAN 
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19 David Street, Broughty Ferry, married with a married daughter. 
A riveter slinger at the Caledon Shipyard 
He was Coxswain for three years and regularly turned out with the crew for 25 years before that. 
Until trawling was abandoned from Dundee in 1953, Mr Gall was a Fisherman. 
He was born in Broughty Ferry but brought up in Arbroath where he went to sea on a Trawler at 14. 
 

 

 
 
161, Fisher Street, Broughty Ferry. 
Married with 2 sons aged 11 and 7. 
 
A Machine man/driller at the Caledon Shipyard, had lived all his life at 161 Fisher Street, not far 
from the lifeboat shed.  
 
Had been a member of the Mona for five years. 

 

ALEXANDER GALL, AGED 56, FORMER COXSWAIN 

JAMES FERRIER AGED 43, CREWMAN 
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Plumber by trade, 142 King Street, Broughty Ferry. Married with 3 sons aged 11, 9 (George) and 6 
 
Had been a crew member for three years 
 

 

 
104, Forthill Drive, Broughty Ferry. 
 
Married, no family. He was in business as a Contractor. 
He had four brothers, all of whom were in the contracting business. All four brothers and their 
father had been until recently members of the Broughty Lifeboat crew but business commitments 
had called them away from home so often that they had felt it would be fairer to have just one 
member of the family permanently on call. George ɀ a veteran of the Wartime Merchant Service ɀ 
volunteered.   
His wife  was Winnie, who belonged to St. Cyrus. They had been married for nine years. Mrs Watson 
was a nurse at the Armitstead Convalescent Home.  
When she had heard the news she had to be given a sedative. 
 

DAVID GALL ANDERSON, AGED 42, CREWMAN 

GEORGE WATSON AGED 38, BOWMAN 
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THE MONA LIFEBOAT 
 
Life-ÂÏÁÔ -/.! ×ÁÓ Á τυȭφȱ Ø ρςȭ φȱ 7ÁÔÓÏÎ ÃÁÂÉÎ ,ÉÆÅ-boat with twin engines, each of 40 h.p. 
Built by Messrs Groves & Guttridge at Cowes in 1935. 
Nineteen boats of that class were built between 1927 and 1935. 
 
This was the first disaster to any of them. 
 
Crews have always spoken very highly of their sea-keeping qualities of these boats. The sister ship 
to the Mona based at Longhope, Orkneys, crossed the Pentland Firth both ways against the tidal 
stream on the 7th December in a whole gale (force 10 to 11) which is strong evidence of the 
soundness of the design of the boat. 
 
A complete survey of the ÈÕÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ 7ÅÁÔÈÅÒÈÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÏÁÔÙÁÒÄ ÁÔ #ÏÃËÅÎÚÉÅ 
between 9th December 1957 and 19th March 1958. 
The hull was opened up and water-tested and no leaks were found. The general condition was good 
and no structural defects or decay found. Only normal maintenance work was necessary.  
Both engines were removed and completely stripped down and coolers and propeller shafts were 
also removed. Everything was found to be in good order. 
The engines were last air-tested for water tightness on 24th/25 th November 1959. 
No machinery failures have been reported in the boat over the past eight years.  
The life boat was taken out on an exercise and tested by the Northern District Inspector on the 27th 
October 1959 and by the Northern District Engineer on the 5th December 1959. 
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MONA BATTLES THE WEATHER AND ROUGH SEAS UP THE RIVER 
TO THE BAR. 

 
With the help of Head Launcher Charles Knight, the Mona was launched at about 03.13, Captain 
Moug reported that the launch went smoothly and the Lifeboat went down the slipway into the 
river and out into the river for the last time.  
 
The Mona sent her first R/T message to the Fife Ness Coastguard at 03.20, and made her way down 
river at 6 knots. They tried to call the North Carr but without success. The North Carr was also 
sending up rockets at regular intervals to give her position. 
At around 04.00 the senior coastguard at Carnoustie, David Mearns, caught his first sight of the 
Mona as she cleared Buddon Ness, he reported later that she appeared to have reduced speed and 
was constantly disappearing in the mountainous seas. He watched as she crossed the bar of the Tay. 
 
At 04.06 the Mona reported that she was abeam of the Abertay Lightship.  
 
 

 
 
 
The North Carr fired another distress rocket at 04.25 and the Fifeness coastguard asked Mona if she 
ÈÁÄ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÔȢ 4ÈÅ -ÏÎÁ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÁÓÐ ÏÕÔ Ȭ.ÏȣÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȣȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ 
passed the middle buoys on the Bar and we are just hanging on.ȱ   
 
David Mearns of the Carnoustie Coastguard station saw the Mona turn south into St Andrews Bay at 
about 04.45.    
 
At 04.48 the Fifeness coastguard told the lifeboat that the North Carr had sent up a red rocket and 
they asked if the Mona had seen it. TÈÅ -ÏÎÁ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ Ȱ9ÅÓ ×Å ÓÁ× ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÌÅÁÒÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒȢȱ 4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÁȢ 
 
4ÈÅ &ÉÆÅÎÅÓÓ ÃÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÁȭÓ ÍÁÓÔÈÅÁÄ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ "ÁÙ ÁÔ πυȢσωȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
unable to estimate how far away the Mona was, they radioed the lightship to see if they could see 


