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Memorial Service, Funerals & Remembrance
From he Local Newspapers of the time

In the wee Kirk near the empty Lifeboat shed (Fridal) Nibvember 1959)

They sing hymns in street

The people in the street join in the service by singing hymns.

The crew of the Arbroath Lifeboat, and representatives from the crews at Montrose,

and Anstruther, were among the many men of the seamehmt t o St Jamesd C
the Fishermandés Kirk at Broughty Ferry.

They joined the many hundreds of people from all walks of life who went to the

memorial service for the eight men who perished when the Mona was lost.

The order paper said the service wascommemoration of the crew of the Lifeboat,

who died on duty at sea in the early morning of Tuesday, December 8, 1959.

Standing alongside the lifeboat men as they gathered in the sparse shelter of the lee of
the empty lifeboat shed across the roadnfthe wee kirk were representatives of the
Coastguard service

The latter were led by Senior Coastguard David Mearns, Carnoustie, one of the 118
people rescued by the Mona during her 24 years service in Broughty Ferry,.

He was the skipper of the Abertayghiship when she was abandoned on the orders

of the harbour engineer after drifting off station in a gale in January 1937.

Mr Mearns came ashore from the lightship to become a coastguard. It was he who
spotted the stranded Mona on Tuesday morning andhedsst man aboardenh
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The Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses were represented by their
superintendent Mr J. R. Cadger. The Commi s:
North Carr Lightship, for which the Mona was heading when disaster struck. Because
of the lull in the East Coast Storm, it was possible to put the crew back on the North
Carr on Thursday fONovember to have her towed to Leith.

The Helicopter crews who took part in the North Carr operation and in the search for

the Monawererepresnt ed by their Flight Commander,
commanding C Flight, 228 Squadron, Leuchars, and one o their navigators, Flight
Lieutenant F. Moreau, they also represented the station commander at Leuchars.

The Church only seats 450 and Hesgvice was relayed to another 300 in the church
Hall and to hundreds who stood in F8iteet on a cold windy, wet forenoon.

People started to queoutside the church doors an hour before the service began, but
few of them were able to get in.

The R.NL. I. Flag flew at half mast from the Lifeboat Shed as did many other flags in
Broughty and Dundee.

Lord Provost William Hughes and Mrs Hughes, the Lady Provost, went first to the
lifeboat shed, where they met other dignitaries, including Earl Howe, craofithe
R.N.L.I.; Lord Saltoun, chairman of the Scottish council; Captain W.F. Keay,
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