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James Horsburgh (1786-1860)  

Shipbuilder in Dundee 
 

 
A headstone in the Howff Cemetery, Dundee. 

 

By Dr D Horsburgh 
 

On Friday 2 May 1947 a letter was published in the Dundee Courier which read:  

 

“I am collecting information about the shipbuilding of Dundee in the days of the old 

“wooden walls,” and find that there is very little authentic literature about it...I should 

also appreciate any information about...pioneer firms like James Smart, Garland & 

Horsburgh, and Kewans & Horn, who flourished in the early years of the last 

century.”  

 

Although since 1947 historians have discussed the general trade and shipping of 

Dundee, little detailed research has been published about the shipbuilders. In 2013 I 

privately published the non-commercial work:  Born of Forth & Tay A Branch of the 

Horsburgh Family in Dundee and Fife, from which the following edited account of 

James Horsburgh, who is mentioned above, is taken. I hope that other researchers will 

look favourably on this work as a useful contribution to Dundee‟s shipbuilding history.  
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JAMES HORSBURGH was born 12

th
 September 1786 in Anstruther Easter, Fife, 

and baptised 17
th

 of that month. He was the only son of James Horsburgh, burgess 

carting contractor, and his first wife Elspet Frazer. In 1792 his father bought a flat and 

stable on Cunzieburn Street, where James junior lived with his parents and sisters, 

Effie (1780-c.1813), Agnes (1782-1864) and Margaret Horsburgh (1784-1874). 

Young James was apprenticed as a shipwright, the details having been lost to history, 

though it is certain that he was not apprenticed to any member of the wright trade in 

either Dundee or St Andrews.
1
 Instead, it seems probable he began as a shipwright in 

his home town. In this period Anstruther experienced something of a shipbuilding 

boom under the two shipbuilders William Adamson and Alexander Paton, who were 

brothers in law. Adamson, from Pittenweem, established himself in Anstruther Wester 

from 1784, with his home at 13 The Esplanade, while Paton, from Kilrenny, also 

established himself in Anstruther Wester, from 1791, but by 1800 he had began 

leasing the old shipyard in Anstruther Easter located at a triangle of ground later 

known as The Folly, just inside the west pier.
2
 In the 1790‟s it was stated that “Ship-

building has been carried on for some years to a considerable extent” in Anstruther 

Easter, while in the late 19
th

 century it was recalled “In the early years of the French 

War, shipbuilding was carried on with so much spirit by Bailies Calman, Paton, etc, 

that as many as five vessels have been on the stocks at one and the same time.”
3
 

Indeed, an advert from the time stated of Paton‟s shipbuilding and wood yard “The 

premises are sufficiently extensive to admit three or more vessels of considerable 

burden being built at once , and in short is known to be the best situation of the kind 

on the  Frith of Forth.” In addition to his yards, Paton was also part occupier of two 

houses, a garden and granary near the Shore of the town.
4
 As he was growing up in 

Anstruther James Horsburgh would have known Adamson, Paton and the other 

shipwrights, Elie-born John Calman (1771-1847), and George Bruce. Calman was in 

Anstruther Easter from 1798 until at least August 1806 and George Bruce as late as 

April 1810, so it was probably among these men that James Horsburgh learned his 

trade.
5
 Indeed, it was remarked of these times “The young carpenters were to be 

counted by the score...” in Anstruther.
6
 

It must have been no later than 1805 that James Horsburgh met Agnes Reekie 

(b.1785), a native of neighbouring Carnbee parish, and about August 1805 Agnes 

became pregnant by James, she being 20 and he not yet 19. The child, born 13 May 

1806, was baptised James Horsburgh at Carnbee on 23 June, his parents stated as 

being “...James Horsbrugh in the parish of Anstr Easter and Agnes Reekie in this 

                                                 
1
 A search of the relevant records in the two towns produced no trace of either an apprenticeship or 

leave to practice in trade. See DCA: GD/GRW: Wright Trade of Dundee Sederunt Books 1801-1824, 

List of Free Masters and Apprentices for the Wright Trade 1806-07; also STA: B65/17/4 Minute Book 

of the Wright Trade of St Andrews 1795-1854. 
2
 Their wives were Margaret and Elizabeth Wilkie respectively. Some of the background for Adamson 

and Paton is given in Stephanie Stevenson, Anstruther: A History (John Donald, 2004 edition), p.140. 
3
 The Old Statistical Account of Scotland 1791-1799, Volume 16, Account of Anstruther Easter, 

pp.243-244, written „by a friend to statistical enquiries; and George Gourlay, Anstruther; or 

Illustrations of Scottish Burgh Life, (Anstruther, 1888), p.118. The French War refers to the period 

1793-1815 when the UK was almost continually at war with France.  
4
 The ship and wood yards were advertised for lease in 1815: see Caledonian Mercury, Monday 27 

March 1815, and also sale of houses at the Shore, in Caledonian Mercury, Thursday 28 April 1808. 
5
 Adamson, Bruce, Calman and Paton appear in the baptism registers for the two Anstruthers. William 

Adamson left for Durham in 1811 and Alexander Paton for Newcastle in 1815 but he or his son, 

Alexander junior, is later listed at Anstruther in Pigot’s Commercial Directory in 1825. 
6
 George Gourlay, Our Old Neighbours; or, Folk Lore of the East of Fife, (Anstruther, 1887), p.43. 
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parish, both unmarried persons...”
7
  Many years later (1876) the father of the child 

was described as “James Horsburgh, ship carpenter (reputed father)...” on the 

information of a grandson.
8
 A search of the relevant commissary and sheriff court 

records, for a claim for aliment, failed to find any mention of the case, so it seems 

Agnes did not pursue James for maintenance. Instead, they now parted company.
9
  

James Horsburgh must also have spent some time in St Andrews,
10

 as it was probably 

there that he was married no later than 1808 to Mary Watson, but no record of the 

marriage has survived. This may be explained by the fact that Mary‟s family were 

members of the Church of Scotland congregation of St Leonards which included part 

of the town of St Andrews and various country districts. Unfortunately, the registers 

of St Leonards were badly kept in the early 19
th

 century and many events, such as 

marriage banns, were never recorded. Mary had been born in St Andrews 27 February 

1786 and was the daughter of Alexander Watson (1755-1827) and Janet Lowden 

(1756-1829).
 
Alexander Watson had worked as a land labourer on Nether Kenlie farm 

but moved into St Andrews in 1786 when he bought the western half of a tenement 

building on the north side of Market Street, near the town‟s tolbooth.  

By August 1808 James and Mary were living in Dundee where James was described 

variously as a wright (1808), carpenter (1810-1826) and shipwright (1829) in the 

parish baptisms register. Wright was the word used in Scots (pronounced wricht, as in 

loch) while carpenter, from a Latin word, meant the same thing but was the term 

preferred in English. Whether James was based in the shipyards or at sea is not known, 

but it is possible he could have done both. What is certain, however, is that John 

Calman – whom James would have known from Anstruther Easter – had moved to 

Dundee between the years 1806-1808 and set up in business as a shipbuilder on his 

own account. By January 1815 Anstruther‟s other shipwright, George Bruce, was also 

in Dundee. It cannot have been coincidence that James Horsburgh too was living and 

working in Dundee from about the time that John Calman commenced in business. 

The shipping of Dundee was on the verge of expansion when James first arrived in 

the port. A large strip of land immediately to the east of the town, bounded by the 

Seagate and Blackscroft to the north, and by the shoreline (today‟s Dock Street) to the 

south, had by now attracted shipyards and other industries, including the Dundee or 

East Foundry (established c.1790). John Calman was then (1808) at the Burnhead and 

was later listed (1818) at the East Shore. The other two shipbuilding companies in 

Dundee were the partnership of Dundonian James Kewans (c.1757-1839) with 

William Horn, listed from 1807, and James Smart (d.1831), listed from 1799, both 

being situated at the Craig, a pier next to the west wall of the harbour. In 1809 it was 

said of the port “Several shipbuilding docks are well occupied and employed, and 

vessels can be built there from 2 to 300 tons.” 
11

 In 1812 Kewans and Horn were 

declared bankrupt and sequestered but Kewans continued in shipbuilding on his own 

account until at least 1825. James Smart was again listed at the Craig (1818) and then 

at the Seagate from 1824. By the latter date the shipbuilders had been joined by a 

fourth company named David (1788-1833) and James Brown (b.1784) who 

                                                 
7
 OPR 413/2 Carnbee baptism register 1662-1819. There are no session minutes during 1760 -1817.  

8
 Death certificate of James Horsburgh in Arncroach, 1876. His son John Horsburgh was informant. 

9
 The following records were searched: NRS: CC20/2/15-16 St Andrews Commissary Court Decreets 

1795-1821, 1791-1823 (years , 1803-14, 1806-15);  CC20/9/13 St Andrews Commissary Court Edicts 

(years 1806-07); SC20/2/35 Cupar Sheriff Court Act Book 1805-1807 (March-December 1806).  
10

 No record exists for his marriage in either Anstruther or Dundee.  
11

 LDCL: Dundee Directory 1809.  Kewans and Horn were declared bankrupt and sequestered in 1812 

but James Kewans continued in shipbuilding on his own account until at least 1825.  
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established themselves at the East Quay and Seagate, and were afterwards joined by 

their brothers Alexander Brown (1792-1857) and Robert Brown (b.1771), all natives 

of Craig near Montrose. One further builder, John Keay, was active in Dundee during 

the mid 1820‟s. In 1815 the town had obtained an act of the London parliament which 

put the management and development of the port into the hands of a board of 

commissioners for a fixed term of 21 years in order to construct a new harbour and 

other facilities.  

Under the terms of the 1815 Act the engineer Thomas Telford was commissioned to 

design new docks and the foundation stone was laid on 9 October 1815. In 1823 the 

west graving dock was opened, followed by a new wet dock in 1825. Along with 

these were constructed new shipbuilding yards and quays.
12

 

 

 
Dundee seen from the Stannergate in 1822, from William Kidd, The Dundee Market Crosses and 

Tolbooths with views of New and Old Dundee (1901). 

 

Outwith James‟s family life, and prior to the 1820‟s, the surviving burgh court books 

of Dundee indicate that he was probably involved in litigation, almost certainly in 

relation to the pursuit of debtors. The cases of Horsburgh v. Brown (July 1819) and 

Horsburgh v. Ogston (December 1819) appear listed in the court roll books. In the 

latter a note indicates that the case reached decreet and the principal (due debt) was 

paid. Unfortunately, these rolls amount to little more than an index giving no further 

details of the cases
13

 but Ogston, a rare name, may be identified with John Ogston, 

broker in Dundee during the years 1811-1825, who appears in the earlier year in 

connection with furniture.
14

 

 

It was through his activities in a Masonic lodge that James Horsburgh first began to 

be noticed locally. In February 1814 members of the Dundee Caledonian Society 

                                                 
12

 Account of the Parish of Dundee 1832 (revised 1833) in The New Statistical Account of Scotland 

(Edinburgh, 1845).  
13

 See DCA: Dundee Burgh Court Book, Volume 24, 1819-20. 
14

 See DCA: Dundee Burgh Register of Deeds and Protests, Volume 3, 1810-1811, f.cxxix, and volume 

22, 1825, f.cclix, in which protests were registered against Ogston.  
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wished to form themselves into a Masonic lodge and requested the Operative Lodge 

to create enough of them masons so they could petition the Grand Lodge of Scotland 

for a charter and constitution. On 12 May 1814 the Associated Free and Accepted 

Caledonian Mason Lodge no 258 (later 254) of Dundee was founded, and between 

that month and 14 November of the same year, James Horsburgh was inducted a 

mason.
15

 The object of the lodge was generally to collect contributions from the 

members and to pay out to families in times of illness or death, in effect a friendly 

society. However, as time passed this activity fell by the wayside and the lodge would 

eventually became more occupied with Masonic rituals. In the lodge rules, agreed in 

January 1815, it was stated that "No person shall be admitted a member of the Society, 

who has been a fraudulent bankrupt, is a habitual swearer, a drunkard, or a liar, nor 

any who labours under a private or chronical disorder whatever; but on the contrary, 

they must bear a fair character, attested by two of the brethren.”
16

 

 

      
Detail from a plate in Robert Mudie, Dundee Delineated (1822) which shows the north side (far left) of 

the then newly built Caledonian Lodge, and, right, a photograph of the same lodge windows now 

bricked up. 
 

During the period from May 1815 until March 1822 the Caledonian Lodge held its 

meetings in the Operative Lodge hall in Guillan‟s Close, the Overgate, at a rent of 

four guineas a year, but in 1821 they decided to build their own hall, a scheme in 

which James Horsburgh played a direct part. By June 1821 James had been elected, 

along with six others, to a building committee to negotiate with Dundee merchant 

John Davidson who was constructing a large tenement building on the west side of 

Castle Street. On 20 and 21 June Davidson agreed a contract to construct a hall over 

the ground floor shops for the price of £550, in which the lodge would hold its 

meetings “...or to and for such public purposes and exhibitions as the said Lodge or 

Office Bearers thereof may apply...”. On 7 September Horsburgh and the others 

witnessed the completion of the sasine and payment of the first instalment. Full 

payment was made 8 January 1822 and the Caledonian Hall completed by March.
17

 It 

                                                 
15

 Confirmed in e-mail correspondence with George Preston (8 March 2006) and James L Noble (14 

February 2013) of Grand Lodge Scotland who kindly checked registers from the period.  
16

 LDCL: Lamb Collection L56(15) Rules and Regulations of the Free and Accepted Caledonian 

Mason Lodge of Dundee, 24 January 1815 and registered at Forfar 8 March 1815.  
17

 DCA: Dundee Burgh Court Register of Deeds, Volume 18 (508) 1822-1823, folio 22v.-folio 33 

contains the contract 12 February 1822 between Davidson and the Caledonian Lodge. The other 

members of the building committee were lodge master John Guillan, manufacturer in Hawkhill, John 

Barclay manufacturer in Hawkhill, William Sturrock, wright in Dundee, James Hodge, clerk to the 
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was formally dedicated 24 June when the masons walked in procession through the 

town, listened to a sermon preached in the Episcopal chapel on Castle Street, by 

Reverend Heanage Horsley,
18

 and afterwards held a social evening in the new hall.
19

  

On St Andrew‟s Day (30 November) that same year James Horsburgh was elected 

lodge treasurer by ballot and held office until at least November 1824, along with 

William Sturrock as Master and James Hodge as Secretary.
20

 As treasurer James was 

required to find two non-members to act as his sureties and both he and the Master 

lodged funds in their names while in office and received bonds and other bills paid by 

the members. Each year, eight days before the feast of St John (23 June), the treasurer 

was required to be audited by two or more members of the lodge and issued a 

certificate if everything was in order. In his office as treasurer, no doubt James 

Horsburgh began making connections among the artisan and merchant elite of the 

town. He must also have been making a comfortable living as his eldest son, James 

junior, studied at Dundee Academy during the period 1823-1825.
21

  

 

 

 

 
The former Caledonian Lodge today, now a music store. 

                                                                                                                                            
New Sugar Refining Company of Dundee, James Souter, manufacturer in the Hilltown, and William 

Forbes, carpenter in Dundee. 
18

 Reverend Horsley had been appointed chaplain to the Provincial Grand Lodge of Angus in 1815.  
19

 The Lodge later sold the hall to auctioneer William Methven in June 1851 and today (2013) it is 

Kenny‟s Music Store. 
20

 Reported in the Dundee, Perth and Cupar Advertiser, Thursday 5 December 1822 (hereafter cited as 

Dundee Advertiser). James is also listed as treasurer of the lodge in The Dundee Register and Directory 

1824-25 which was published prior to May 1824.  
21

 James junior appeared among the end of year prize winners reported in the Dundee Advertiser, 

Thursday 5 August 1824 and Thursday 11 August 1825. 
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Dundee in the 19
th

 century 
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In 1799 and 1800 two acts passed by the London parliament had made it illegal for 

workers to combine into unions or to agitate or strike for better wages or reduced 

hours. Eventually, however, the reforming Tory MP Joseph Hume (1777-1855) 

succeeded in convening a select committee which recommend in May 1824 that the 

so-called combination acts be repealed. The Combination Laws Repeal Act of 21 June 

1824 made it legal for workers and tradesmen to form unions and to negotiate better 

pay and working hours. As a direct result of this legislation the journeymen 

shipwrights in Dundee began to organise and about January 1825 they formed a new 

organisation named the Shipwrights‟ Provident Union Society of Dundee, with the 

aim of acting as a friendly society for the benefit of its paid-up members.
22

 In a 

printed list, extracted from the society books in August 1826, the name of John Allan 

appears as member number 1 while „James Horsbrough‟ appears as member number 9 

out of 226. In fact, a Dundee Shipwright Friendly Society had first been formed back 

in March 1806, a copy of its revised rules surviving from 1832, to which the signature 

of John Allan was appended as witness in 1836. But it is not clear what relationship 

this and the Provident Union Society enjoyed.
23

 The leaders in 1825 clearly had in 

mind the idea that a large united body of shipwrights would be able to negotiate better 

rates of pay with the shipbuilders and regulate conditions in the ship yards. The first 

inkling that something was afoot came in a brief reference in the Dundee Advertiser, 

dated Thursday 10 February 1825, that the shipwrights had gone on strike for a pay 

rise. A little later, on 19 February, it was reported by another source that the 

shipwrights were also in dispute with the masters over the “...high entry-money 

exacted...” by the journeymen from apprentices.
24

 At that same time leading union 

member John Allan addressed letters to Joseph Hume regarding the masters taking on 

apprentices under conditions the journeymen disagreed with. On 5 March Hume 

replied that “...the plan which you have proposed to adopt respecting apprentices at 

Dundee...will not have the result the operatives expect from it...” and recommended 

they act with more fairness towards the masters.
25

 Hume expressed his surprise that 

they should seek to challenge employers‟ rights and declared “...I must entreat the 

operative shipwrights not to interfere with their masters...” or, he feared, the 

parliament would once again reintroduce measures to restrict their actions.
26

 Indeed, 

since the combination acts had been repealed, a number of strikes had broken out in 

various places and so the London parliament appointed a select committee on 29 

March to review the situation. By 7 April it was reported the shipbuilders in Dundee 

had conceded a rise in wages but the press considered the shipwrights “...wished to 

dictate to their employers in certain matters with which they had nothing to do.”
27

 A 

new Combination Laws Repeal Act Amendment Act became law on 6 July 1825. This 

amended act continued to allow trade unions, and recognised the right of workers and 

masters to negotiate over pay, hours and conditions, but it carried penalties for any 

union or individual attempting to intimidate workers into joining a union or otherwise 

preventing men from individually accepting terms set by masters. In particular, the 

legislation allowed judges and magistrates to hand down sentences for disruption, 

                                                 
22

 The minute books have not survived but a report in the Dundee Advertiser, dated January 1826, 

refers to the society holding its first anniversary meeting.  
23

 See NRS: FS1/12/21 Regulations of the Dundee Shipwrights Friendly Society March & April 1832.  
24

 Jacksons’ Oxford Journal, Saturday 19 February 1825. 
25

 This letter was later produced at a parliamentary debate in the House of Commons on Thursday 30 

June and read out by Robert Peel. See report in The Scotsman, July 6 1825. 
26

 Hume‟s letter was partly quoted in the Liverpool Mercury, Friday 22 April 1825. 
27

 Dundee Advertiser, Thursday 7 April 1825. 
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intimidation or violence, as defined by the court. Despite Hume‟s discouragement of 

the shipwrights‟ more zealous attempts to negotiate, they continued to admire and 

celebrate him. When, for example, a new brig was being launched from the yard of 

Mr Smart, in October 1825, the shipwrights working on the vessel had requested it be 

named Joseph Hume and even offered to pay for carving a suitable figurehead.
28

 In 

January 1826 the Dundee shipwrights celebrated the first year of the Provident Union 

Society by holding a meeting in the Caledonian Hall on Castle Street. They elected 

new office bearers for the coming year and then about 160 members held a procession 

down some of the streets, and harbour, carrying banners, a miniature ship named 

Joseph Hume, and accompanied by musicians.
29

 

 

 
General view of the High Street of Dundee in Robert Mudie, Dundee Delineated (1822). 

 

All seemed quiet in the Dundee shipyards until the beginning of March 1826 when the 

masters announced that wages would be reduced by 3 shillings a week. On Monday 6 

the wrights went on strike, but on Tuesday returned to work after the masters agreed 

to reduce wages by 2 shillings instead. The press reported that after this reduction 

shipwrights would be earning 18s a week for new work and 21s a week for old 

work.
30

 However, the issue of apprentices once again became the focus for renewed 

struggle between the two sides. On Monday 17 April the shipwrights struck in one of 

the yards “...owing to the masters taking apprentices for less term than seven years...” 

which contravened the rules of the Provident Union Society. Apparently the threat of 

the strike spreading to other yards was enough for the shipbuilders to promise to take 

no more apprentices on after April who had not served seven years.
31

 It was clear, 

though, that the masters felt they were being dictated to. They next placed an advert in 

                                                 
28

 Dundee Advertiser, Thursday 6 October 1825. In fact it had already been agreed by the builder and 

clients that the brig be named Scotsman. 
29

 Reported in the Dundee Advertiser, Thursday 12 January 1826. 
30

 Dundee Advertiser, Thursday 9 March 1826. 
31

 Statement by the Union Society placed in the Dundee Advertiser Thursday 20 April 1826. 
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the press intimating that their yards were free of 'combination bondage' having on 31 

May and 1 June 1826 notified the shipwrights that wages would be reduced to 2s 3d a 

day.
32

 After sending the masters a letter, which was ignored, the shipwrights went on 

strike again and this time the masters told them that unless they went back to work 

they should remove their tools and themselves from their yards. This the shipwrights 

did on 8 June while the masters had already been actively seeking to bring in non-

union shipwrights from other regions. They were accused of trying to get masters in 

other areas to also reduce wages. The shipwrights placed a large notice in the press 

(29 June) stating that, since the repeal of the “...pernicious act...” called the 

combination laws, it was perfectly legal for working men to associate for the better 

regulation of their trade. They then compared the masters and wrights to the 

partnership between a husband and wife: “The relative situation of masters and 

workmen bear a strong analogy to the above; for it is admitted by all that the interest 

of the one is so blended with the other, that any division between them is sure to make 

an inroad on their happiness.”
33

   

At the end of June 1826 the shipwrights notified the public of their intention to serve 

them on „reasonable terms‟ and it became clear that the shipwrights intended to set up 

in business for themselves. By July of the same year they had established the New 

Shipwright Building Company of Dundee. However, in order to get the business off 

the ground, the partners needed capital. They decided to borrow funds - between £200 

and £300 - from the Provident Union Society, but were immediately challenged by 29 

of the members led by Philip Calman and Daniel Robertson. They complained to the 

authorities that this was illegal, a situation that suited the former employers, and the 

courts granted distress warrants against the new company leaders.
34

 This situation 

evidently left bad feeling between the complainers and Horsburgh and the others. The 

list of members of the Provident Union Society was now amended by the secretary, 

Alexander Galloway, by putting two crosses next to the names of those “…first that 

betrayed us…” and a single cross by the names of those “…that followed their 

example.” Calman and Robertson each had the dubious distinction of being 

designated „Chief Traitor‟ while members such as James Horsburgh were declared to 

be „true brothers‟.
35

   

 

Upwards of a dozen shipwrights now formed the partnership behind the New 

Shipwright Building Company of Dundee but from the beginning James Horsburgh 

appears to have been the senior partner in the venture. In August 1826 an advert 

appeared in the press intimating that they had taken a yard at the foot of Trades‟ Lane 

where “All orders will be taken by James Horsburgh, at the yard; to whom letters may 

be addressed.” The partners declared that they did not employ any apprentices and it 

would appear that when they leased the yard they also took on a vessel which they 

now advertised for sale. This 70 ton vessel is the earliest known work of the new 

company.
36

 The shipping registers of the port of Dundee show that whenever new 

                                                 
32

 The masters‟ advert, calling for a “considerable number of Journeymen Shipwrights” appeared in the 

Dundee Advertiser on 22 June 1826. 
33

 Dundee Advertiser 29 June 1826. 
34

 Reported briefly in the Dundee Advertiser 27 July 1826. 
35

 DCA: A List of Members’ Names belonging to the Shipwrights’ Provident Union Society of the Port 

of Dundee, 7 August 1826.  
36

 Dundee Advertiser 10 August 1826. See also Dennis Chapman, „The New Ship Shipwright Building 

Company of Dundee, 1826 to 1831‟ in The Economic History Review, Vol XI, No 2, November 1940, 

pp.148-151. Chapman considers this first vessel was probably partly built and the new partnership took 

it on and finished it when they took over the yard.  
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vessels were built by the company the names invariably appearing at time of 

registration were James Horsburgh followed by George Livie, James Rodger, William 

Rodger, John Smith, and sometimes Andrew Fleming.  

 

 
A vessel depicted on a gravestone in the Howff Cemetery in Dundee. 

 

The partners now divided their activities between building vessels at the foot of 

Trades‟ Lane or repairing old ones at the graving dock owned by the Harbour 

Commissioners.
37

 The foot of this Lane is today the area of land running west to east 

between Trades‟ Lane and Mary Ann Lane, and immediately to the north of the South 

Marketgait. Early in 1826 David Blair junior had sold this land to merchants James 

low and John Morton, and manufacturer James Small junior. It appears to have been 

from these three that Horsburgh and the others leased land for a yard, the property 

being described in 1831 as being “...presently occupied in part as a ship building 

yard.”
38

 Excavations at the site in 2004 revealed evidence of this former ship yard, 

while workmen found a shipwright‟s adze from the period, since donated to Dundee 

Museum.
39

 Sometime late in 1826 the company completed a sloop which had been 

bought by Mr Laing on behalf of the Dundee and Newcastle Shipping Company by 14 

December.
40

 This 68 ton sloop was named Tyne and intended to replace the vessel 

Neptune. Tyne was registered in January 1827 under the certificate of “James 

Horsburgh & Co shipbuilders.” By 1 March 1827 the partners were building a more 

substantial vessel of about 140 tons which they advertised for sale by private bargain, 

stating that further particulars would be provided to interested parties by James 

Horsburgh at the yard.
41

 This vessel, which appears not to have attracted any buyers at 

first, must have been the 146 ton brig Hannibal which was eventually registered in 

1828 (see below). Gradually the New Shipwright Company began to attract clients 

among the investor and merchant class of Dundee, turning out vessels quite regularly 

                                                 
37

 The Harbour Commissioner accounts and minutes make no reference to the New Shipwright 

Building Co while adverts for leasing the Harbour Commission shipbuilding yards (Dundee Advertiser) 

in September 1829 do not list the company among the existing tenants, so the yard at the foot of 
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38

 On 26 January 1831 Low, Morton and Small disponed this portion to engineer Peter Borrie and 
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DCA: Dundee Burgh Register of Deeds and Protests, Volume 29, 1829-1831. 
39

 See David Perry ‟14-22 Trades Lane. Standing Building Recording and Watching Brief‟, pp.56-57 in 

Paula Milburn (ed), Discovery and Excavation in Scotland The Journal of Archaeology Scotland, New 

Series, Volume 9, 2008, (Wiltshire, 2009).  The shipwright‟s adze was stamped with the name of 

Robert Sorby (d.1857), a producer of edge tools, saws and knives established in Sheffield from 1828. 
40

 DCA: GD/MUS 64 Minute Book of Dundee and Newcastle Shipping Company.  
41

 Dundee Advertiser 8 March 1827. 
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from 1828. In January that year they completed the 60 ton sloop Fender for Thomas 

Pitkethly, in February the 146 ton brig Hannibal for partners James Miller, John 

Wilson and John Bell, and in April the 19 ton sloop Arrow, registered under the 

certificate of Andrew Fleming, Alexander Galloway and John Smith, and sold to 

David Martin in Broughty Ferry and William Martin in Montrose. In August and 

September two further vessels were completed, being the 57 ton sloop Anna for 

William Dutch and partners, and the 124 ton brig Mary for James Kinnear younger, a 

teacher, James Ireland, captain, and James Luke, baker, all in Dundee.
42

 However, the 

partnerships began to change as two of the founders left. In January 1829 Andrew 

Fleming ceased to be a partner, followed by Alexander Galloway in February of the 

same year, and it cannot have been coincidence that James Horsburgh had, from 

January, been styled manager of the company.
43

 About the time Galloway departed 

Horsburgh and the other managers of the „Society of Ship Carpenters‟ of Dundee 

were pursued in the Justice of the Peace Court, otherwise known as the Small Debt 

Court, by Peter Davidson and Company who were coopers in the town. Davidson was 

claiming £2 3s 8d from Horsburgh and the others and also £3 7s 9d from a sawyer 

named Robert Ferguson for unstated work. On 7 February 1829 the justices decerned 

that the Ship Company should pay Davidson £1 12s 8d.
44

 That same January the 

company had completed a substantial vessel of about 174 tons which they announced 

would be ready to launch in a few weeks, but it continued to be advertised for sale 

until the end of June with no apparent buyers. Horsburgh had indicated that the vessel 

would be sold „on moderate terms‟ and eventually a buyer was found. The Dundee 

Advertiser noted that “Our shipping, although not exempted from that depression 

presently affecting other parts of our commerce, is still receiving occasional 

additions…”
45

 and announced that on Saturday 15 August a brig of 170 tons was 

launched from the Shipbuilding Company‟s yard. This was the Jean Wilson, sold to 

Dundee merchant William Wilson and registered on 4 September.
46

 

As a sign of James‟s growing reputation he appeared that summer with his own entry 

in the Dundee Directory, being described as a shipbuilder at Trades‟ Lane with his 

home on the east side of the Wellgate, probably in Kirk Entry.
47

 It was also probably 

there that James and Mary‟s youngest child, Catherine, had been born on 19 June that 

year (1829) but she would later die from measles in November 1830. No doubt she 

had been named after her maternal aunt Catherine Watson in Edinburgh. Gradually 

James was becoming like the shipbuilders and owners with whom he had once been at 

variance. As Chapman pointed out too, the term shipwright was dropped from the 

company name in this period and thereafter it was simply called the Dundee New 

Shipbuilding Company.
48

  

Once again, though, the roll books of Dundee burgh court indicate that James was 

involved in litigation. Between May and July 1829 the case of Galloway v. Hampton 

                                                 
42

 See DCA: vessels registered in CE70/11/2 Dundee Shipping Register 1825-1829, Tyne 15 January 
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43
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44
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45
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 DCA: CE70/11/3 Dundee Shipping Register 1829-1833. 
47
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is listed and then followed by Galloway v. Horsburgh during the months July to 

November that year. By November Galloway was pursuing Hampton again.
49

 

Although the roll books provide no further details, it is seems reasonable to speculate 

that Alexander Galloway, who had ceased to be a partner in February and declared he 

“...will not be liable for any debts contracted by that Company...” thereafter, was, in 

fact, pursuing a claim for debt. It is almost certain that Hampton is one and the same 

as Thomas Hampton at Hawkhill, Dundee. In October 1829 the New Shipbuilding 

Company completed an account with Thomas Hampton and John Taylor (of Perth 

Road) when they finished repairs to their barge which amounted to £92 11s 8d ½.  

Hampton and Taylor failed to pay the account and the partners were forced to take 

them to court for recovery of the debt. James Horsburgh, John Smith, the treasurer of 

the company, and William Rodger, now took the case to the Admiralty Court which 

found in their favour at Edinburgh on 25 March 1830. In April the court also decreed 

that Hampton and Taylor pay interest for stalling, along with £20 legal expenses.
50

 It 

seems that Horsburgh and the others were in and out of the courts in the period 

beginning towards the end of 1829 and into the 1830‟s. On 17 December 1829 the 

New Shipbuilding Company raised an action in the Small Debt Court against a 

Broughty Ferry fisherman named John Fyfe for the sum of £1 16s 9d which may have 

been for boat repairs. Though the justices dismissed the proceedings as „irregular‟ on 

31 July 1830 the company was again pursuing John and Jean Fyfe for the different 

sum of £1 7s 10d which seems to have been owed as part of an account. This time the 

Fyfes appeared personally at court but for some reason the company did not and so 

the case was dismissed.
51

  

At the same period, and beginning on 29 December 1829, John Fullarton, a packer in 

Dundee, contracted the shipbuilders to begin repairs and provide furnishings for his 

sloop Agenoran of Dundee.
52

 This work involved an account not only for oak and 

pine planks and other timberwork, but sheet copper and labour for sawing hardwood, 

applying pitch and supplying nails. Indeed, the smith work for this job would become 

the cause for another court case. The company also went on to construct a 65 ton 

sloop for George Paton, Alexander Watson, William Caithness, and Isabella Clark at 

Westhaven, which was registered 29 October 1830 and named Jean.
53

 Historian 

Dennis Chapman has noted that Aberdeen and Arbroath shipbuilder Alexander 

Stephen (1795-1875) was in contact with the company at this period. Stephen 

mentioned in his diary that on 26 October 1830 he visited Dundee where he “...had 

some conversations with the foreman of the Dundee Union of Shipbuilders about my 

Aberdeen slip...” which may be a reference to James Horsburgh.
54

 It would seem that 

the Dundee company had considered expanding by acquiring the equipment from the 

Aberdeen yard. They had by now taken on another commission to build a brigantine 

of 198 tons which would be owned by mariner Thomas Erskine. It was completed and 

registered at Dundee 19 January 1831 with the name Chase.
55

 Talks with Alexander 

Stephen continued and on 18 February 1831 he further noted he had made the Dundee 
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company an offer of his slip “...Machinery £64, Chain £18, Millwright Account £12, 

Iron work and wood connected about machinery £30, £124 in all and the connecting 

rods for what they are worth per cwt.” But the deal was never concluded.
56

  In the 

same period, beginning in January 1830 and persisting as late as December 1832, the 

case of Horsburgh v. Scott also appears in the roll book of Dundee burgh court. No 

doubt this was another pursuit for recovery of debt.
57

 In the summer of 1830 the 

company finished substantial repairs to a sloop, and it was advertised for sale on 3 

June 1830.
58

 This must have been the 31 ton sloop Dainty Davie (formerly of St 

Andrews) owned by James Findlay. Eventually, however, ownership was transferred 

by Findlay on 27 August 1831 in favour of James Horsburgh, John Smith and 

William Rodger on behalf of the company. On 31 August 1831 they then sold the 

vessel on to Andrew Thomson, blacksmith in Dundee.
59

 A second vessel, a barge of 

18 tons named Pitlessie, which had “...undergone a thorough repair...” by the 

company, was advertised for sale on 21 July 1831. This may well have been the barge 

belonging to Hampton and Taylor. Evidently the company were repairing, buying and 

selling vessels as another way of raising funds in what had become difficult economic 

times. Chapman, who relied almost wholly on newspaper reports, concluded that 

“...as there was no reference to the Company after 1831, it was unable to survive the 

long period of bad trade...”
60

 but had Chapman been able to access shipping registers 

he would have found that, in fact, the company headed by James Horsburgh continued 

to trade. What may have happened, in 1831, is that the company removed from 

Trades‟ Lane to a shipbuilding yard further east along the Seagate. In January 1831 

the owners, Low, Morton and Small, had disponed the site to engineer Peter Borrie 

(1802-1856) who soon afterwards established the Tay Foundry and, working with 

shipbuilder Thomas Adamson, began to produce steam vessels and engines. 

Immediately to the south of Borrie, the owners disponed a second lot to merchant 

John Fullarton. These developments may have meant the removal of the Shipbuilding 

Company and they are last certainly known at Trades‟ Lane in April 1831.
61

 

 

The makeup of the shipbuilding partnership changed once again when on 6 June 1831 

George Livie, Peter Hanton and Thomas Blair ceased to be partners with the usual 

statement that they would not be liable for company debts after that date.
62

 The 

account for repairing and furnishing John Fullarton‟s barge Agenoran was completed 

on 16 June, but he was in debt to the partners. On 20 June the New Shipbuilding 

Company made an offer to the Dundee, Perth and London Shipping Company of a 

vessel of 70 tons which had recently been launched. The DPL sent its own carpenter 

to inspect it and he declared “She was a faithfully built stout vessel well fitted for the 

Company trade...” so the directors agreed to buy her and on 13 July paid £528.3s.8d 

(£7 10s per register ton).
63

  On 22 July the vessel (stated, in fact, to be 64 tons) was 

registered at Dundee as the sloop Star.
64

 The day after registration the directors of the 

DPL met and noted that a letter had been addressed to them from the New 
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Shipbuilding Company “...requesting a share of the Company‟s business.” That same 

day the directors had agreed to have a new Lighter built for trade on the River Tay 

and decided to invite Horsburgh and his partners to make an offer along with the other 

shipbuilders. When the directors again met on 4 August they found that Horsburgh 

and partners had made the lowest offer (£7.5s per ton) for carpenter work in building 

a new Lighter and so it was accepted. In addition the directors “...agreed to give the 

Dundee New Shipbuilding Company an equal share with the New Shipbuilders of 

such repairs of the Company‟s shipping as the Directors may not consider it expedient 

to do by contract.”
65

  

By September 1831 John Fullarton had yet not paid the balance of £8.7s.8d owed for 

work on Agenoran so the company raised an action against him in Dundee sheriff 

court on 27 of that month. Once again, James Horsburgh, John Smith and William 

Rodger represented the company declaring that they “...have often desired and 

requested the said John Fullarton to make payment...yet he refuses at least postpones 

& delays to do so unless compelled...”. Fullarton admitted in November 1831 that the 

company “...did some small repairing...” but claimed that he never received a full 

account of all the repairs and thought that he had fully paid the account. In particular, 

Fullarton complained that there was an account for smith work amounting to £12 6s 

11d which he had not seen before and which he had not authorised (see appendix 4 for 

details of this account). In December Horsburgh and the others not only complained 

that Fullarton continued to delay: 

 

“But the truth is that both the smith‟s account and the pursuer‟s own were rendered to 

the Defender, and it was accordingly so marked in the Pursuer‟s Books at the time.”
66

 

 

They argued that the smith work “...upon which they had no profit, which was pure 

outlay by them...” had not been objected to by Fullarton at the time and so he was 

liable. After obtaining further delay, Fullarton‟s defence became yet more elaborate, 

and more tangled, attempting to shift any blame on the master of the vessel, David 

Smith, and on Fullarton‟s clerk James Swan. In February 1832 Fullarton deponed on 

oath that “...the said sloop Agenora was repaired by the Pursuers either in the harbour 

Graving Dock or at the foot of the Pursuers Building Yard...” but the details were left 

to the master Smith, whom it was stated had enquired at various foundries in the town 

with regard to prices. Mr Swan, he declared, had been quite negligent in presenting 

accounts and was accustomed to putting them by in a drawer, and he did not recall 

receiving anything, at least in relation to the smith work, from Mr Millar clerk to the 

Shipbuilding Company. In particular Fullarton claimed 

 

“...that he has no recollection of having any discussion with the Pursuer Mr 

Horsburgh and the Captain of the Agenora respecting the charges in Mr White the 

Blacksmith‟s account for a cast iron pump and mounting for it and a cast iron 

stove...”
67
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Finally, Fullarton argued that the accounts had not been attested by the master Smith 

and added cheekily that the pursuers would have to speak with him. Horsburgh and 

the others baulked at this, pointing out that Smith was at sea, and in any case Fullarton 

could have spoken with Smith during the last six months when the captain was back 

and forward to Dundee. By March it was clear that Fullarton‟s accounts were at odds 

with the facts and once the court had gone through and examined these it pronounced 

decreet in favour of the Shipbuilding Company on 3 April 1832. Fullarton was found 

liable not only for the money owed but £4.4s.1d paid out by Horsburgh and the others 

for legal expenses which the sheriff substitute decerned on 5 June.
68

 At the same time 

as this litigation, James Horsburgh, together with John Smith and William Roger, also 

had to pursue Dundee shipowner and master George Fender for non-payment of the 

sum of £17.9s.8d which he had on 19 August 1831 agreed to pay two months after the 

date of the bill. The partners formally protested the bill of non-payment on 10 

December and also claimed Fender for legal expenses. It would appear that the bill 

was due for repairs on Fender‟s 54 ton sloop Betseys and Marys which was then 

nearly thirty years old.
69

 

The vessel commissioned by the Dundee, Perth and London Shipping Company was 

completed by 2 December 1831 when a certificate was issued under the names of 

James Horsburgh and Joseph Garland (1805-1891) as managers of the Dundee New 

Shipbuilding Company. Garland had begun as an apprentice at the Dundee Iron 

Foundry and then worked for shipbuilder Thomas Adamson before leaving to become 

a partner with Horsburgh and the others.
70

 By now the names of William Rodger and 

John Smith had ceased to appear in the shipping registers, though the company was 

employing a clerk, Mr Miller, to deal with its accounts and paperwork.
71

 On 29 March 

1832 the 62 ton sloop completed in December was named the Lark and registered at 

Dundee.
72

 Clearly the partners were busy since another vessel, the 162 ton brig named 

Morgan, was registered a day after Lark, on 30 March. It had been built for George 

Kidd. This was followed by another substantial brig named Albion, this time of 182 

tons, built for shipowner John Thain and registered on 12 July 1832.
73

 The Dundee 

mariners Joseph and Robert Swankie must have commissioned Horsburgh and the 

others about this time to build a 65 ton sloop which was issued with a certificate on 23 

November that year and named Robert. It was registered at Dundee on 26 November. 

However, on 16 December, Joseph Swankie first transferred 48 shares to Robert 

Swankie at Auchmithie and then both Swankies transferred the whole 64 shares of the 

Robert on 18 December to the Shipbuilding Company by way of a mortgage until 

such time as they were able to pay their debt, evidently the cost of the construction.
74

 

This experience of holding shares in a vessel may have been the first taste for James 
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Horsburgh of profit-making from commercial voyages, a venture he had in mind to 

repeat when he decided to construct his own vessel in 1837 (see below). A similar 

vessel, a 61 ton sloop named Maria, was also constructed at this time for George 

Robertson, merchant in Dundee, and William Paton, farmer in Mains near Dundee. It 

was issued with a certificate by Garland and Horsburgh on 11 December and 

registered at Dundee on 14 December 1832.
75

 

 

At the beginning of 1833 James Horsburgh was called on to provide expertise for the 

burgh court in his capacity as a shipbuilding specialist. In early February that year 

David Crighton, shipowner in the town, had petitioned the burgh court concerning his 

brig Emma which had run aground on Narva Roads, been been extensively damaged, 

and brought back to Dundee. For insurance purposes he required a certificate and on 

13 February the bailie of court appointed James Horsburgh and David Calman, 

shipbuilders, along with Alexander Martin and William Davidson, shipowners, to 

inspect the vessel and give their considered opinion as to repairs “...with power to 

them to cause her to be put in dock and cause such operations to be made on her as 

they might find it necessary for completion of the examination...to examine the master 

and any of her sailors as they should consider necessary...and thereafter to report on 

oath...”. The four of them made several visits to the vessel, but particularly on 22 and 

27 February, removed and examined parts of the vessel, and afterwards made a report 

detailing the damage and estimated cost of repairs amounting to over £574.
76

 While 

James was engaged in reporting upon the brig Emma he and his partners completed 

another vessel which was named Orion. On 18 February 1833 this 192 ton brig, built 

for shipowner Thomas Erskine and mariner Robert Roger, was registered at Dundee,
77

 

while the partners were already building a further vessel of about 140 tons. In April 

1833 the sloop Robert was upset by a squall on its way from Dundee to London and 

sunk off the Dudgeon floating light. The captain, Joseph Swankie, was drowned, but 

his ten year old brother in law David Whitton survived and was rescued.
78

 This boy‟s 

fate would seem to be entwined with Garland and Horsburgh (see the Industrien 

below).  There is no record that Robert had been insured and it would appear that the 

New Shipbuilding Company still held the mortgage. If so, then the partners must have 

lost money at this time.
79

 On 17 June Garland and Horsburgh issued a certificate on 

behalf of the company for a newly completed vessel of 140 tons, a two-masted brig 

with scroll figurehead named Gleaner. It had been constructed for Dundee shipowner 

John Thain and was registered at the port on 18 June.
80

 This vessel is the last known 

commission of the Dundee New Shipbuilding Co. The loss of money through the 

sinking of the Robert may have been a contributory factor in the breakup of the old 

partnership, since several of them now parted company and the Dundee New 

Shipbuilding Company was dissolved by mutual consent on 29 June 1833. The 

partners who now left were Henry Chapman, John Elder, Thomas Gray, John 

McGlashan, James Rodger, William Rodger, John Smith and Robert Young. They 

immediately afterwards set up in business as the Dundee Shipbuilding Company, a 
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name which, by simply dropping the word „new‟, suggests a successor company. In 

July they announced that they had taken over the yard once occupied by Thomas 

Keay, neighbouring Thomas Adamson, at the east end of the Seagate.
81

 The co-

partners had also declared in the press that they would not be liable for any debts of 

Joseph Garland or James Horsburgh after 29 June, which suggests it was latter two, in 

fact, who continued the former concern in all but name.
82

 

 

 
St Andrews church, Cowgate, Dundee. Immediately to the left of the church are the houses off Kirk 

Entry where James Horsburgh lived. The Wellgate Centre now stands on the site. (Local History 

Centre, Dundee Central Library). 

 

James Horsburgh and Joseph Garland now traded under the name of Garland and 

Horsburgh Shipbuilders, continuing to produce and repair vessels from a yard off the 

Seagate. In a document lodged with the sheriff court, in August 1836, James 

Horsburgh described his shipyard as lying on the shore to the eastward of the 

boundary of the royalty of Dundee which, on the face of it, placed Garland and 

Horsburgh‟s yard on land belonging to the Dundee Foundry Company. There were 

certainly shipbuilding facilities next to the foundry and Garland and Horsburgh 

worked with the foundry in the next few years (see below).
83

  Horsburgh himself had 

been living since at least the summer of 1829 on the east side of the Wellgate, and 

probably in fact on Kirk Entry. On 5 July 1833 an advert appeared in the Dundee 

Advertiser which announced the Operative Masons Lodge would be selling some of 

its properties by public auction on 27 July at the Trades‟ Coffee House. These 

included a tenement of land of three stories standing on the north side of the entry 

(Kirk Entry) leading from the Wellgate to St Andrews church which, it revealed, was 
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occupied by James Horsburgh, shipbuilder, and others.
84

 James probably dealt with 

David Currance (c.1770-1832), tin plate worker in the Overgate, who is listed as 

factor on this property on behalf of the Lodge during 1826-30.
85

 In the months 

following this, James‟s wife Mary Watson, and her sisters Ann, Janet and Catherine, 

proceeded with obtaining a brieve of chancery in order to be recognised as co-heirs 

portioner to their father Alexander Watson who had died on 22 January 1827. 

Alexander had owned the western half of a tenement land or dwelling house on the 

north side of Market Street, St Andrews. After his death his widow Janet Lowden held 

the property in liferent until her own death on 19 January 1829 and it may be that one 

of their daughters, Janet Watson, was already living at the house by that time.
86

 On 25 

January 1834 John Young writer in St Andrews presented the sisters‟ claim before the 

burgh court and an inquest served them as lawful heirs.
87

 On 22 February Young 

produced an instrument on behalf of the Watsons at the house in St Andrews and he 

took sasine in name of the sisters, confirming their ownership.
88

  

 

 
The signatures of James Horsburgh, Mary Watson, her sisters and their husbands from a claim of 

service dated 1833 (Courtesy of the Keeper of the Records of Scotland and of the University of St 

Andrews Library). 

 

In this same period James Horsburgh benefitted from political reform. After many 

years of political struggle the Representation of the People (Scotland) Act had been 

passed by the London parliament in 1832, creating Dundee as a constituency in its 

own right.
89

 This immediately extended the political franchise to a large number of 
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the middle classes in Scotland who had not previously enjoyed the vote. Horsburgh, 

as a self-employed, professional tradesman, was now included within that class. In 

January 1834 Horsburgh appeared among the list of parliamentary and burgh electors 

for the first ward of Dundee, the qualification for which (in burghs) was a 

householder who paid a rent of £10 or more annually.
90

 With the exception of his 

activity within organised bodies (such as the Caledonian Lodge or Shipwright 

Society), it was probably the first time in his life that James‟s individual political 

opinions had mattered to anyone in the political elite, either in Dundee or beyond. 

James‟s name appeared again as a registered elector in 1835 when, as a man of means, 

he and his business partner Joseph Garland were liable for tax burdens in the 

community. That year they were assessed to pay £2.2s towards the fund for 

maintaining the poor of Dundee during the year 1835-36.
91

 The Whig (Liberal) MP 

for Dundee in this period was Sir Henry Parnell (1776-1842), an Irishman elected at 

the Dundee by-election held on 17 April 1833. On 28 June that same year he had 

presented a petition to the House of Commons from the shipbuilders of Dundee which 

was against any alteration in the existing duties on timber.
92

 

The first known vessel to be built by Garland and Horsburgh as sole partners was the 

substantial 262 ton barque Superb which was registered 6 November 1833 for clients 

James Stewart, master mariner, and John Martin, manufacturer, in Dundee. On 

completion of the contract it was found that Stewart and Martin were unable to pay so 

an arrangement was made whereby they transferred ownership of the vessel back to 

Garland and Horsburgh on 7 November that year, by way of a mortgage, as security 

for their debts. An advert appearing in the Dundee Advertiser on 4 October had 

already informed the public that the Superb “...a fine new barque...” would be sailing 

under Captain James Stewart for New York during November and that anyone 

wishing freight or passage should make application to John Martin. Since Garland and 

Horsburgh then held all 64
th

 shares of the vessel it must be presumed that for the time 

being Stewart and Martin were paying profits from the voyages to the two 

shipbuilders. And Garland and Horsburgh must have continued to share in profits 

from these voyages for the next two years because it was not until 28 April and 6 

November 1835 that they granted deeds of discharge to Stewart and Martin, the price 

of the vessel having finally been paid.
93

 Advertisements reveal that Superb regularly 

sailed in this period between Dundee, New York, London and St Petersburg, with 

passengers, and cargos of codilla and tallow.
94

 Not long after the launch of Superb 

Garland and Horsburgh won the contract to construct two vessels for the Dundee, 

Perth and London Shipping Company. The DPL needed vessels for its Glasgow trade 

and on 21 December 1833 took offers of tenders from four shipbuilders in Dundee. 

When the directors met on 28 December they found that Garland and Horsburgh had 

tendered the lowest prices of £9 5s per ton for one vessel and £9 10s per ton for a 

second. But the DPL directors were determined to drive down the price further, and 

that same day "Mr Horsburgh was then sent for and having amended their offer to the 

effect of engaging both vessels at the medium of these rates, viz. nine pounds seven 

shillings per register ton" the directors agreed to award the contract to Garland and 
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Horsburgh “...to get the work proceeded in without delay.” 
95

 Two smacks, each of 91 

tons, were built during the first half of 1834, one named Clyde and the other Mersey, 

and about 10 July “They were launched from the building-yard of Messrs Garland and 

Roxburgh [sic], each with their rigging standing and flags flying...They are intended 

to trade between Dundee and Port Dundas.”
96

 A certificate was issued on 24 July and 

both vessels registered at the port of Dundee on 29 July 1834. Garland and Horsburgh 

were paid about £850 for each vessel.
97

 The partners must by that time have already 

have been well advanced with another commission which was to build a 255 ton 

barque for James Blain who was surveyor of customs at Dundee. This vessel was 

launched from the yard on 21 August and named Clansman. The press reported the 

scene that day: 

 

“She glided finely into the water, with all her rigging standing, and decorated with a 

profusion of flags. This vessel is fitted-out in a superior and splendid style. In her hull 

she is similar to the Clyde ships, and in her rigging to the American line-of-packet 

ships. A handsome full-length figure of a Highland chieftain adorns her bows, and a 

variety of appropriate devices ornament her stern. She is to be immediately coppered, 

and then despatched to Liverpool, where she is to be employed as a West Indiaman. 

She is creditable to the builders, as well as to the owner, Mr Blain.”
98

 

 

Garland and Horsburgh issued a certificate for Clansman on 12 September and she 

was registered on the same day at Dundee, the owner being stated as Mary Blain, wife 

of James Blain.
99

 Towards the end of the year Garland and Horsburgh had cause to 

pursue a Dundee joiner named James Dunbar for the sum of £2 12s 6d per an account, 

though the nature of the work was not stated in the register of the Small Debt Court 

when the case was entered on 1 December 1834. It was entered again as a de novo 

(new) case on 17 December but on 2 February 1835, after Dunbar had been cited to 

appear, neither side appeared in court and so the case was dismissed by the justices.
100

   

Later in 1834 Garland and Horsburgh were commissioned to build two further vessels, 

the first for a local client, and the second a foreign order, while at the same time 

taking on a repair job for a third vessel. The first build was for a 69 ton smack ordered 

by Dundee merchants Anderson and Cathcart, and their business associates 

Richardson and Clarke in Dublin, which would trade with Ireland and so was named 

Erin. It was launched at the end of February and registered on 18 March 1835.
101

 The 

vessel under repair was the steam packet Dumbarton Castle  which was re-launched 

from Garland and Horsburgh‟s slip at the end of April 1835 “...after having undergone 

a very complete repair, so as to have rendered her a stout vessel fit for buffeting the 

waves in a sea-way.” Dumbarton Castle was intended to sail between Arbroath, 

Dundee and Montrose.
102

 The second build vessel was a joint venture with the 

Dundee Foundry Company for a client in Sweden. Indeed, it appears to have been the 

first vessel constructed at Dundee specifically for a client in a foreign country. This 

was the 100 ton steam tug Industrien, ordered by William Brodie in Göteborg 
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(Gothenburg), a Scots merchant trading in that city. He offered between £1200 and 

£1300 for the vessel, the engines being fashioned by James Stirling (1800-1876) 

manager of the Dundee Foundry Company while the vessel itself was built by 

Garland and Horsburgh. The Foundry Company had previously constructed engines 

for Sweden in May 1833 and sent them to be fitted for a steam tug on the River 

Gotha.
103

 This new vessel, Industrien, was 81 feet long, 17 feet in breadth of beam 

and 8 feet in depth of hold, while the engines had 40 horsepower.
104

 The press took a 

sustained interest in the story of this vessel reporting that she was a “...steamer of 

small dimensions, but very neatly formed...” when she was launched from Garland 

and Horsburgh‟s yard on Monday 16 March 1835. At that point her machinery had 

still to be fitted and later tested, but while she was still at the yard a tragedy occurred. 

At the beginning of June several boys thought they would explore the vessel and 

while doing this one of them, David Whitton, aged 13, fell down into the hold and 

was so badly injured that he died the following morning. This was the same boy, 

brother in law of Captain Joseph Swankie, who had survived the sinking of Robert 

back in 1833.
105

 Soon after this, on 19 June, the press reported the vessel “...has just 

been finished and put upon her trials. She appears to be very fast; and was observed to 

come rapidly up with, pass, and cross, in front of one of the river steam-packets.” 

Presumably these trials were held on the Firth of Tay.
106

 On Wednesday 1 July 1835 

she sailed from Dundee under Captain Boyce, arriving at Göteborg on Saturday 4 July, 

and was afterwards put into service on the Trollhätte kanal as a tug boat.
107

 

 

 
Dundee seen from the Broughty Ferry road. Detail from engraving by Joseph Swan in Charles Mackie, 

Historical Description of the Town of Dundee (1836). 
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The company must have been well advanced in building yet another vessel in the 

same months as the Industrien was completed. This was the „handsome barque‟ of 

263 tons, with three masts and male figurehead with Mediterranean pass (a safe 

conduct from Arab states) annexed, built for Smith and Company, Dundee, the 

certificate for which was issued 8 July 1835. The vessel was named Vulcan and 

registered the following day to company partners John W Thomson, William Shaw 

and James Patrick.
108

 The story in the press was that she was named in honour of a 

well known old character who had been for many years a blacksmith in Dundee. She 

was intended “...chiefly in the conveyance of our manufactures to the American 

markets.”
109

 At the same time, litigation was also commenced against Garland and 

Horsburgh, beginning on 8 July 1835 in Dundee burgh court, by an individual named 

Paterson who appears to have taken until at least the autumn to reply to their defence, 

so that the case dragged on. An interlocutor in October indicates that Paterson was 

claiming the partnership for a sum of money but the nature of the case is not stated.
110

 

Also by that summer of 1835 the Harbour Trustees of Dundee were engaged in 

extending the harbour and employed Horsburgh and his partner for carpenter work in 

repairing punts sometime in or before June. In August they were paid £23.14s.1d for 

that work.
111

 But the eastward extension of the docks would begin to encroach on the 

shipyards during the coming year forcing Horsburgh and others to make complaints 

(see below). With their next shipbuilding project, the press noted that Garland and 

Horsburgh had been keeping up with naval innovations. They had been constructing a 

178 ton brig which would be owned by Jane and Mary Blain in Dundee. By 16 

October the new build had been launched and named the Falcon. With this vessel 

Garland and Horsburgh had to an extent adopted a building method called „trussing‟ 

which had not until that time been used in Dundee shipbuilding. The method had 

previously been used by Sir Robert Seppings (1767-1840) who was in charge of the 

Chatham Docks in England, and for constructing navy war ships. The Dundee 

Advertiser explained:  

 

“...the planks in some parts are placed not exactly transverse with the timbers, but in a 

slanting or oblique position. It is found materially to add to the strength of vessels, 

and to prevent them becoming hugged or bent, as well as to keep their various parts 

firmly together when at sea.”
112

 

 

The press report continued to explain that in Falcon the trussing had just been used in 

the part of the ceiling between the deck and hold beams “...but it is deemed by 

professional men to be an improvement, and it is thought likely to be generally 

adopted.”
113

 A certificate was issued for Falcon by Garland and Horsburgh on 4 

November and she was registered at Dundee the same day.
114

 The case pursued 

against them in the burgh court by Paterson continued to drag on. In November and 

December 1835 Garland and Horsburgh made new answers to be lodged with the 

court. Paterson was then in December to report proofs but the case was continued on 
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and off until 6 April 1836 at which time it appears Paterson was unable to provide 

sufficient proof and the case lapsed from the court roll.
115

 Back at the beginning of 

December the partners‟ shipbuilding yard made news because of a „natural curiosity‟. 

An elm tree which had lain at the yard for two years, and was thought to be 150 years 

old, was being sawn through by some of the workmen when suddenly they struck 

something soft at the centre of the tree. They then sawed the other end of the tree and 

discovered within it a nest of moss containing a single wren‟s egg, the others having 

been destroyed, it was thought, by the sawing. This story would be repeated in 

countless other newspapers across the UK in the course of the next six months, with 

readers no doubt wondering how the nest and eggs had first become embedded.
116

 

At the beginning of April 1836 Garland and Horsburgh launched from their yard a 

„handsome barque‟ of 251 tons which was named Jane Christie intended for trade 

with New York. She had been commissioned, it seems, by James Miller in Dundee 

and registered at the port on 18 April when the owners were stated as James Miller, 

George Scott and Alexander Lawson.
117

 The company had also continued to provide 

carpentry work for the ongoing harbour extensions at Dundee so in June that year they 

were paid a further £53 16s 3d by the Harbour Trustees.
118

 This contract work was 

followed by the completion of a 115 ton brigantine called Robert and William which 

was registered on 5 July 1836, the owners being Joseph Garland himself, along with 

Andrew Doig and George Scott junior.
119

  

 

The summer of 1836 would prove a turning point for James Horsburgh, with legal 

actions, and threats of actions, ultimately leading to James leaving Dundee. Provost 

Alexander Key and the bailies and council of the burgh of Dundee decided to raise an 

action against certain non-burgesses for carrying on business or trade within the burgh 

boundaries. On 14 July 1836 a summons was raised in name of the council against 

James Horsburgh, shipbuilder, Dundee, Walter McLachlan, coach builder at Craig, 

Dundee, William Taylor, cabinet maker, Union Street, Martin Follon, broker on 

Overgate Street and John Brown, grocer also in Overgate Street. In the initial 

summons the council declared that by charters granted to the burgh, and by old 

custom 

 

“...no person can lawfully carry on trade or merchandize within the ancient Royalty of 

the said Burgh without entering as a free Burgess of the same, and paying the 

accustomed dues to the common good of the said Burgh...” 

 

which amounted to £20 (the equivalent today of approximately £950).
120

 Horsburgh 

and the others, it was said, “...began respectively to carry on, and have since carried 

on, and are still carrying on trade or merchandize, within the said Ancient Royalty...” 

since 1 January 1835 despite not being burgesses and the council asked the court that 

the defenders not only be decerned to pay the entry fee of £20 plus interest since 

January 1835 but also be prohibited from trading until they did so. Although several 
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men were cited, it appears from the surviving process that James Horsburgh was the 

principal target. Why this was so, and why the burgh council had not pursued James 

in the years prior to 1835 (after all, he had been in business since 1826) is not stated, 

but James certainly entered into a prolonged defence of his position which ensured the 

case continued on and off for the next year and half with council elections intervening 

on two occasions. It is also peculiar that despite a search of the various relevant town 

council minute books, and Harbour Trustees minutes, no mention of this case can be 

found.
121

 To begin with, on 30 August 1836, James Horsburgh lodged a preliminary 

defence with the Sheriff Court in which he argued that although the burgh quoted 

privileges granted in a charter of Charles I they had failed to produce the charter in 

evidence and he doubted in any case that his profession came within the jurisdiction 

of burghal law. James also disputed the claim that he worked within the ancient 

royalty “...his shipbuilding yard being to the eastward of the boundary line...” which 

was certainly splitting hairs. He then spoke at length about his profession and the 

circumstances of shipbuilding which he argued did not require the sanction of a 

burgess ticket and also that the council did not have the power to compel a man to 

become a burgess. The argument he advanced is worth quoting in full: 

 

“...the art of ship building, which is his occupation is not one of those trades, which 

the pursuer can prevent the exercise of to unfreemen. It is one of those arts which has 

ever been the favourite of the laws of this country, as well for extending its commerce, 

as to add to its security as a maritime nation, and with which the leal customs of the 

place, near which shipbuilding is carried on, never have been enforced. It is an art that 

cannot be exercised or carried on within what may be technically called the Burgh – it 

is always exercised on the margin of the sea, or large navigable rivers. The 

shipbuilder brings his materials from abroad & fashions them into floating castles, or 

warehouses, which never travel within Burgh, so that the defender does not trade or 

merchandize within Burgh, any more than a London or Edinburgh tailor does who 

supplies any of the inhabitants of Dundee with clothes.”
122

 

 

On 9 September the members of the burgh council declared themselves to be very 

surprised by Horsburgh‟s argument and did not think he seriously believed it. Nothing 

could be clearer, they insisted, than the rights and privileges of the burgh, the 

boundary and sett of which had been amended, extended and confirmed by an act of 

parliament dated 23 August 1831 which was upheld by the Court of Session. The 

burgh now produced a newly printed text of the Charles I charter from 1642 and 

dismissed James‟s claim that he carried on business on sea, outside the burgh royalty. 

Indeed, they pointed out, his shipyard was “...on land taken in from the sea...” and he 

did not dispute that reclaimed land must be within the burgh. This was the council‟s 

position which it would stick to over the coming year.  

 

Having been drawn into one legal action, though not of his own making, James now 

joined with some of the other shipbuilders and threatened another action, this time 

with the Harbour Trustees over the issue of the ever changing dock and shipbuilding 
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facilities in Dundee. The new Dundee Harbour Act
123

 passed by the London 

parliament on 7 June 1836 was intended to provide the framework for the Harbour 

Trustees to improve and further extend dock facilities at Dundee, but as far as some of 

the shipbuilders were concerned the interpretation of the new Act put them at a 

disadvantage.  

 

 
The docks at Dundee. Engraving by Joseph Swan in Charles Mackie, Historical Description of the 

Town of Dundee (1836). 

 

In September 1836 Alexander & R Brown, Joseph Garland, James Horsburgh, David 

Calman, Henry Chapman, manager of the Dundee Shipbuilding Company, and John 

Calman organised into a group to protest the Harbour Trustees‟ handling of the 

construction of new patent slips and the transformation of embanked ground at the 

harbour. On 21 September they penned an extensive letter to the Trustees listing their 

complaints which the Dundee Advertiser noted had been printed and circulated 

around the town. On 30 September the press printed both the letter and the reply from 

the Trustees‟ clerk James Saunders.
124

 The shipbuilders complained:  

 

“From the nature of the harbour works, there can now no longer be repairing slips, 

except on public ground. All the existing slips and other conveniences on private 

property are to be rendered useless by the dock walls…”  

 

These were serious enough considerations, but what troubled them above all was the 

arrangement the Trustees had made with Thomas Adamson. Adamson had taken over 
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James Smart‟s yard at the Seagate in 1829 and erected a slip for repairing vessels, but 

the new encroaching harbour works meant that he was going to lose business and his 

lease. The Trustees, rather than fight a costly legal case for compensation, agreed with 

Adamson that they would give him the lease of newly created embanked ground on 

the east end of the tide harbour where he would have a shipbuilding yard and patent 

slip until Whitsunday 1844. Horsburgh and the other shipbuilders expressed surprise 

and doubted that under the Harbour Acts the Trustees had authority to make a private 

bargain. Instead, they argued, leases of ground could only be made available by public 

auction, and only after two weeks‟ notice. They complained that Adamson would be 

given the only slip available for repairing vessels, the existing ones being hindered by 

the new dock walls, and that he would have a monopoly of the shipbuilding and 

repairing trade of the town because he would be the most conveniently placed. The 

other shipbuilders then asked that the arrangement with Adamson be put aside: 

 

“...and that the embanked ground be exposed to let by public auction for fair 

competition, and that the patent slip be open to the use of all requiring it, and willing 

to pay the rates and dues...” 

 

The Trustees retorted that they had “...higher interests to attend to than your 

interests...” and further: 

 

“The Board have to complain of the very unfair manner in which you have treated the 

subject, by preserving a total silence as to the onerous claims which Mr Adamson had 

against the Board...This silence is equal to a direct misrepresentation on your part...” 

 

Not only was Mr Adamson to pay more for his new lease, but he was the only person 

who had a case for damages they argued. It was pointed out by the Trustees that the 

shipbuilders had the use of the Trustees‟ graving dock and that three of the 

shipbuilders (not named) had floating docks for repairing vessels. None of these, the 

Trustees claimed, would be taken from them, and the shipbuilders were, in fact, in the 

same position competition-wise with Adamson as they had been when he had his old 

yard. Within three years, they added, more space for yards would be made available 

on the new embanked ground anyway. Horsburgh and the others had hinted at legal 

action declaring that they “...reserve to ourselves, and all others injured by it, to take 

such means for obtaining redress as we shall hereafter find to be competent...” but this 

was dismissed by the Trustees who stated that they were satisfied of their rights and 

that the bargain had been completed with Adamson already taking possession of the 

embanked ground. The Trustees‟ clerk James Saunders, having apparently rebutted 

their arguments, hoped his letter “...will satisfy you that you have taken a wrong view 

of the case...” and that it was the end of the matter.
125

 And so it seemed. In January 

1837 press adverts announced the new yard had been let to Adamson for £370 a year. 

 

Towards the end of 1836 Garland and Horsburgh must have completed the 84 ton 

schooner Dove which was issued with a certificate by them on 7 January 1837. The 

schooner had been built for Alexander and Hugh Galloway (a shipmaster) in Dundee 

and was registered on 24 January.
126

 At the beginning of that year it seems that James 

and Joseph moved to a new yard at Foundry Lane immediately to the east of the 
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Seagate.
127

 It is not clear whether this yard was leased from the Dundee Foundry 

Company, who had their own shipbuilding yard, or from the neighbouring trustees of 

the estate of George Gray (c.1751-1835), timber merchant at Yeaman Shore. Gray‟s 

sons Robert and George were also senior partners in the Dundee Foundry Company
128

 

with whom Joseph Garland had once been an apprentice, and together with whom 

Garland and Horsburgh had constructed the Industrien. Garland and Horsburgh now 

constructed their biggest known commission, the 307 ton ship Warrior built for 

Dundee shipowner John Earl Blain. It was issued with a certificate on 8 March 1837 

and registered at Dundee 10 March.
129

 The press described her launch with interest: 

 

“The Warrior, a beautiful new ship, of about 300 tons, was launched from the 

building-yard of Messrs Garland and Horsburgh, on Wednesday afternoon. She 

entered the water in a majestic but placid manner, much to the gratification of the 

numerous spectators. She is to be fitted-up in the first style, and is intended to be 

employed in our foreign trade.” 
130

  

 

Later sold on to Aberdeen, she was described in 1844 as 91 feet and eight tenths in 

length from the inner part of the main stem to the fore part of the stern aloft, 24 feet 

two tenths in breadth in midships, and 17 feet in depth in hold at midships. She had 

one deck, a poop deck, three masts, rigged with a standing bowsprit, was square-

sterned and carvel built.
131

  

 

 
Drawing of Foundry Lane by Charles S Lawson, 1870. (Local History Centre, Dundee Central Library). 

 

In April 1837 James Horsburgh and Joseph Garland launched their last know vessel 

together, Margery. This was a schooner of 61 tons built for Andrew Spence, a wood 

merchant at Broughty Ferry, and issued with its certificate on 25 April before 
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registration the next day at Dundee, 28 April 1837.
132

 But land reclamation and 

construction of embanked ground directly in front of the yards running down from the 

Seagate and Foundry Lane meant that opportunities for carrying on shipbuilding there 

were becoming increasingly restricted.
133

 On 12 July 1837 Garland and Horsburgh 

dissolved their partnership by mutual consent and stated in an advert placed in the 

press that day that Joseph Garland would collect and pay out debts due to, or owed by, 

the partnership.
134

 Garland later set up as a shipbuilder on the opposite side of the Tay 

in Fife at Mid Shore, Newburgh, and afterwards in Woodhaven, Newport.
135

 It may 

have been Garland who felt the greatest need to move on because James remained for 

the time being at the yard off Foundry Lane. However, the continuing sheriff court 

action against James by the burgh council, which was insisting he not practice in 

business unless he became a burgess, coupled with the apparent loss of prime 

shipbuilding space, probably led to James winding up his shipbuilding interest. 

Looking back over the details of vessels produced and repaired by Horsburgh and his 

partners between 1826-1837, it becomes clear that the Shipbuilding Company had 

specialised in brigs, sloops and barge repairs, while Garland and Horsburgh had 

diversified far more, into schooners, barques, smacks, fitting out steam vessels, and 

several one-off jobs of which the biggest was a ship of 307 tons. The Shipbuilding 

Company produced approximately 2,200 known tons of shipping (including repairs) 

between 1826 and 1833, a period of seven years, while Garland and Horsburgh 

produced some 2,300 known tons of shipping between 1833 and 1837, a period of 

four years. Although not knowing the day to day details of orders and yard 

management, these estimates, together with the increasing diversity of commissions, 

suggest Garland and Horsburgh had run a larger operation than their predecessor 

company. Indeed, a very favourable report on Dundee written in 1838 declared that 

during the past three years “...from the constant increase of shipping, we may 

therefore reasonably infer that this important branch of our trade [shipbuilding] has 

been very lucrative, and has added, considerably, since the period first mentioned 

[1792], to the wealth of the place.” By 31 December 1837 the number of vessels 

registered at Dundee was 318 with a tonnage of 41,750.
136

 

In the midst of Garland and Horsburgh‟s dissolution came a general election. On 

Friday 28 July 1837, in front of the town hall at Dundee, John Gladstone of Fasque 

(1764-1851) was formally nominated to stand for the Tory party against sitting Whig 

(Liberal) MP Sir Henry Parnell. Gladstone had come back to Scotland in 1829 after 

42 years away, was little known in Dundee, and excused his late nomination and last 

minute campaigning with family illness. The general election was held on Tuesday 1 

August with voting taking place between 8am and 4pm that day. Parnell retained 

Dundee by a comfortable majority having received 663 votes to Gladstone‟s 381. 

Among those who voted for Gladstone, perhaps surprisingly, were both James 

Horsburgh and Joseph Garland, whose names appeared afterwards in a list published 

in the press.
137

 Parnell would continue to represent Dundee until 1841.  
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It does not appear that James took on any more shipbuilding orders after July 1837 

but he was certainly working on a project to build his own vessel, the schooner Mary 

and Rose. James issued his certificate for the vessel on 28 October and she was 

registered at the port of Dundee on 30 October 1837. The subscribing owners at time 

of registration were James Horsburgh himself (56 shares) and his son James 

Horsburgh junior a teacher and clerk in Dundee (8 shares). The vessel was 59 tons, 

with one deck, two masts, length from inner part of main stern to fore part of stern 

aloft of 50 and one tenth feet, of breadth in midships 16 and three tenth feet, and 

depth in hold at midships 9 and six tenth feet. The vessel was described as schooner 

rigged, with standing bowsprit, square sterned, and carvel built. She had no galleries, 

but was finished with a scroll figurehead. At the time of registration Alexander Reach 

was stated to be captain.
138

 Mary and Rose was registered with Lloyd’s for insurance 

purposes, appearing in Lloyd’s Register for the year July 1838 to June 1839. She was 

then described as part red pine with iron bolts and of 60 tons and that her character for 

hull and stores was A1, meaning “...well and sufficiently found...” in her 

construction.
139

 Mary and Rose sailed on her earliest known voyage in February 1838 

when she took a cargo of timber from Dundee to her immediate destination London, 

but she evidently continued on a longer voyage and visited Goole and Harlingen in 

the Netherlands before returning to Dundee in April of the same year. She returned 

with unstated goods but between April and December of 1838 she made further trips, 

mostly to Harlingen, and brought back cheeses and flax while delivering pig iron on 

the way.
140

 Indeed, Mary and Rose appears to have been mostly engaged in making 

round trips between Dundee and south east Scotland, the north east of England, and 

the Low Countries. James Horsburgh would later declare that she was a good return 

on the capital invested in her (see below).  

The case pursued against James by the burgh council had been interrupted by 

elections and was enrolled anew in the sheriff court in November 1837. On 14 

November the court ordained that Horsburgh, and another defender Fallon “...state 

within a limited period whether they consent to hold their respective pleadings as 

containing their full and final statement of facts, the pursuers having already done 

so.”
141

 James proved to be obstinate and on 28 November declined to state that his 

statements were full and final, perhaps hoping for more time to advance another 

counter argument. On 5 December the new council lodged a minute against James 

insisting as before. However, it was at this point that James removed from the yard at 

Foundry Lane, probably giving up his shipbuilding business altogether. Not long after 

this, and certainly by 22 December, the yard was taken over by his former colleagues 

of the Dundee Shipbuilding Company.
142

 The outcome of the sheriff court action is 

not stated in the surviving process though the case is last noted in the roll books of the 

court on 2 January 1838.
143

 It is evident, however, that James had decided to give up 

his business and leave Dundee. 
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The Finnieston Years 1838-1860 

James Horsburgh left Dundee for Finnieston, near Glasgow, sometime between 

December 1837 and May 1838.
144

 Finnieston was then still a village on the north side 

of the River Clyde adjoining the burgh of Anderston, and in the western suburbs of 

Glasgow. Anderston itself lay in the sprawling parish of Barony in the county of 

Lanark with a rapidly increasing population drawn to the growing industries in cotton 

production, metal working and shipbuilding. From June 1838 James Horsburgh 

appeared in the Glasgow Directory listed as a ship carpenter at Robert Barclay and 

Company (from 1845 Barclay, Curle and Co) and continued to be listed until 1845. 

Robert Barclay (d.1861) owned a successful shipbuilding company, with boat yard 

and smithy, based at Stobcross slip dock, and offices at 35 McAlpine Street in 

Anderston.
 
 The fact that James was the only person working with Barclay who had 

an entry in the trades‟ directory is evidence that he was available for contract work 

with others but without the bother of running a business in his own name and the 

liabilities or claims that might come from the burgh council there. It must also have 

brought James some satisfaction to read in the press about the „gap-in-the-wall case‟ 

which took place in Dundee during May 1839 by which time the Harbour Trustees 

were declared to have exceeded their authority in giving Thomas Adamson a shipyard 

by private bargain. James‟s former partner Joseph Garland was called in to give 

evidence as to the conditions for shipbuilding in Dundee.
145

  

Most of the Horsburgh family still remained in Dundee, including James‟s wife Mary 

Watson. Mary died on 16 April 1840, from what was described as „asthma‟, at the age 

of 54, and was buried on 21 April in the Howff cemetery in the centre of Dundee, in a 

lair purchased by James Horsburgh, either her husband or her son James junior. There 

is no evidence that she ever accompanied her husband to Finnieston. The death of 

Mary may have been the reason James remained in Finnieston, a decision made clear 

by two events. Firstly, on 17 September that year, James was admitted and enrolled as 

a voter in Barony parish, at which time he was described as a tenant living at 

Stobcross slip docks,
146

 and, secondly, he now remarried. The foreman at Barclay‟s 

shipyard from at least 1839 was James Walker (c.1800-1865).
147

 Walker‟s wife Sarah 

Paterson had a widowed elder sister named Catherine Paterson who lived in the 

village of Maryhill in the northern suburbs of Glasgow. They were the daughters of 

the late George Paterson, a snuff manufacturer who had once owned a factory at 

Dalsholm, New Kilpatrick, and his wife Jean Montgomery. Horsburgh must have 

become acquainted with Catherine Paterson through her brother in law James Walker 

and, after James had been widowed, either he, or perhaps Walker, suggested marriage. 

James and Catherine agreed an antenuptial or pre-marriage contract dated at Glasgow 

on the 29 September. In order that this contract would be observed and implemented, 

James named his son, James Horsburgh junior, Robert Barclay the shipbuilder, and 

James Scott Richardson,
148

 writer (solicitor) in Glasgow, to be trustees for 

administering his estate after his death. He instructed them that once Catherine had 

died they should divide the remainder of his estate equally between his children. In 
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addition, James specified that his trustees should hold and manage his schooner Mary 

and Rose “...and let out and freight the same as he and his son have heretofore 

done...” appointing James junior as ship‟s agent. If the trustees decided at some point 

to sell the vessel, James said, they had to give his son twelve months notice, unless he 

also agreed to sell.
149

 James and Catherine‟s banns of marriage were recorded in the 

register of Barony Church of Scotland parish on 29 September and they were married 

on 30 September 1840 at Maryhill, the wedding ceremony being performed by 

Reverend Robert Wilson who was minister of Maryhill chapel of ease.
150

 The groom 

was 54 and the bride 45.  

 

It is not clear how far James remained involved in shipbuilding after 1845 though in 

April 1846 he was described as “...ship builder Stobcross slip near Glasgow...”
151

 

while as late as the 1851 census he was still described, somewhat modestly, as a „ship 

carpenter‟. During the mid 1840‟s James‟s own vessel Mary and Rose began to 

expand its range of voyages, no doubt as a result of his son James junior‟s contacts in 

the world of trade. To begin with, the schooner was brought home to Dundee and 

must have undergone extensive rebuilding during the period between September and 

December 1843. On 11 January 1844 her certificate of registry was renewed at the 

port of Dundee because she had been increased from her original 59 tons to 91 tons. 

She had originally been 50 feet in length but was now 69 and one tenth feet, though 

her breadth and depth remained much the same.
152

 Until 1843 Mary and Rose had 

sailed between Scotland, the north east of England, and the Netherlands, which she 

continued to do, but from 1844 she began trading also with ports in northern France 

and, most significantly, with ports along the Baltic Sea such as Elsinore, Memel, Riga, 

Revel, Narva, Cronstadt and St Petersburg. Her regular cargoes consisted of coals and 

flax though she often carried unstated „goods‟ too. Throughout this time, and until 

1849, the captain of Mary and Rose was James‟s son in law Thomas Tervit.  

Until the end of 1853 James had continued to draw an income from Mary and Rose, 

for which his son James junior had acted as freighting agent in Dundee, with David 

Scott as captain from 1849. In 1853 the schooner had sailed to a large variety of ports 

from the British Isles to the Russian Empire, and had recently begun transporting 

slates from Wales. However, for reasons that are not clear, James and James junior 

now decided to sell Mary and Rose and on 15 March 1854 they sold her to Dundee 

ship owner William Rathven who intended to use her for the Australian trade.
153

 

Years later on 12 July 1866, Mary and Rose would be wrecked during a storm and 

lost off Port Stephens, Australia.  

On 13 June 1859 James Horsburgh made his will with writers Hodge and 

Campbell,
154

 leaving specific instructions for the maintenance of his wife, and the 

disposal of his estate.
155

 He nominated three trustees who would manage his estate 

after he died and carry out his instructions, giving them power to change or add to 
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their numbers in the coming years. James died at 2.45am on Sunday 10 June 1860 

from an apoplexy or disease of the brain, aged 74, at 3 Kent Street. He had been 

attended on Saturday 9 June by his trustee Dr Andrew Fergus and it was Fergus who 

certified the cause of death. James Horsburgh junior came down from Dundee and 

informed the registrar of deaths, and it was presumably James junior who took charge 

of other arrangements. An announcement of James senior‟s death appeared in both the 

Glasgow Herald and Dundee Advertiser in which he was described as shipbuilder.
156

 

James senior was buried by Wylie and Lochead, undertakers, at 2pm on Wednesday 

13 June 1860, in lair 13329 of the western internment section of the Southern 

Necropolis. The Southern Necropolis had been opened on Caledonian Road, Gorbals, 

in the 1840‟s, and was intended as a burial ground for the more well to do inhabitants 

of Glasgow. James‟s coffin was 5ft 10, an indication that he must have been 

somewhat taller than the average, and two horses and coaches were ordered for the 

funeral that day. The extent of James Horsburgh‟s estate at time of death was not 

recorded until 15 June 1872 when McClure, Naismith and Brodie
157

 writers gave up a 

copy of the inventory. This listed articles of furniture and personal effects valued at 

£15, money secured over buildings at Dumbarton Road to the value of £200 (granted 

by John Hood), and interest on that bond to date amounting to £118.1s.4d. Altogether 

the personal estate was valued at £333.1s.4d.
158

  

Catherine Paterson outlived James by fifteen years and brought her sister Helen 

Paterson from Paisley to live with her at Kent Street. The trustees nominated in James 

Horsburgh‟s will – James Barr, Andrew Fergus and Reverend John Logan Aikman – 

each declined the office of trustee and executor in missives signed 15, 16 and 21 

March 1871 respectively. In the wake of this David George Hoey, chartered 

accountant in Glasgow, was appointed judicial factor on Horsburgh‟s estate by an 

interim act and decree of the Court of Session dated 27 June 1871. On 18 October 

1871 a judicial warrant was granted by the Court of Session to Hoey in order to 

complete title to the estate.
159

 On 13 and 15 November 1871 Catherine Paterson 

disburdened the bonds for £200 and £400 granted by John Hood junior.
160

 Catherine 

Paterson died at 7.13am on Thursday 22 April 1875 from a “disease of the heart 

(valvular) many years”, aged 80, at 3 Kent Street.  A brief announcement placed in 

the Glasgow Herald intimated to friends that it would be the only notice.
161
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APPENDIX 1: The Children of James Horsburgh 

 

(A) The Son of James Horsburgh & Agnes Reekie 

(1) James Horsburgh (1806-1876). Lived at Arncroach where he was an agricultural 

labourer, tailor and church officer. One of his sons William Reekie Horsburgh (1838-

1900) moved to Dundee in the 1870‟s and established a carting company. William‟s 

son David Bremner Horsburgh (1871-1943) developed the company, including a fleet 

of buses at Albert and Maitland Streets, contracts from Dundee City Council, 

Monifieth Council, etc, to construct paving, drainage, sewer systems, dams and 

footpaths, in addition to road haulage and Charabanc De Luxe tours. He owned 

Grange of Barry Farm, Travebank and the quarry at Ethiebeaton. His company was 

succeeded by Horsburgh, Murray & Co Ltd (1949-1972) at Fairfield, Dundee while 

son William G Horsburgh (1901-1982) owned the Dundee Contracting Co Ltd (1934-

1960‟s). David‟s elder brother William Auchterlonie Horsburgh (1867-1947) was a 

well known Forfar publican who was member of committee (1903), vice president 

(1904-07) and president (1907-08) of Forfar Athletic Football Club and whose son 

William Horsburgh (1895-1957) was a centre forward with Forfar Athletic during 

1912-1923. A grandson of William the publican was Reverend William Horsburgh 

(1920-1967) minister of Lockerbie. 

(B) The Family of James Horsburgh & Mary Watson 

(1) Janet and Elspet Horsburgh (twins) (b&d 1808). 

(2) James Horsburgh (1810-1882). He married 1829 Mary Gordon. Attended 

Dundee Academy (1823-25), studied Greek and Latin at St Salvator‟s College, St 

Andrews (1827-28), and was a teacher of English in Dundee (1829-37) before 

becoming a clerk (1840) and then partner (1844) in firm Thomas Weston Miln 

merchant at Dundee. Member (1841) and Director (1859-61) of Dundee Chamber of 

Commerce. Secretary (1843-44), President (1844-45) and Vice President (1847-48) of 

Dundee, Forfar, Fife and Perthshire Educational Association. In 1850 Miln transferred 

his business to James Horsburgh and George Armitstead trading under name of 

George Armitstead and Co. James built Seafield House at Magdalen Yard (1851) 

which still stands. Vice President (1853-54, 1856-57) and President (1854-55, 1864-

65) of Dundee Floral and Horticultural Society. Dissolved partnership with 

Armitstead 1858 and traded as merchant on his own account until 1870. Member 

(1861) and President (1866-68) of Dundee Philharmonic and St Cecilia Society. A 

friend of George Duncan MP and acquaintance of Lord Panmure (later Earl of 

Dalhousie) and Lord Kinnaird. In 1870 he left Dundee for Leeds and was in 

partnership with son Robert until 1874 at which point he retired. His eldest son James 

Gordon Horsburgh (1830-1891) was also a merchant. His second son Stewart Gordon 

Horsburgh (1835-1909) was Superintendant Marine Engineer (1871-1904) with the 

White Star Line at Liverpool and a member (1886) of the Institute of Naval Architects. 

A grandson was Lieutenant-Commander Gordon Stavely Horsburgh OBE (1879-1937) 

officer with the Cunard Line, Liverpool and later Marine Superintendant with the 

Cunard White Star Line. A daughter, Rose Mary Keillor Horsburgh (1833-1914), 

married 1857 William Halley junior (1824-1890) merchant in Dundee who later 

emigrated to New Zealand.  
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(3) Mary Horsburgh (1811-1890). Married 1837 Peter Beat, engineer in Dundee, 

Edinburgh, and Rosneath, Dunbartonshire. Their son Reverend James Horsburgh Beat, 

a pupil teacher (1861), attended the arts faculty, University of Edinburgh (1864-65), 

was master of Arthur Street UP Academy, Edinburgh (1867-69), assistant teacher at 

Dunfermline High School (1878), minister of New Leeds UP Church (1880-83), 

Lonmay parish, Aberdeenshire, preacher at Walton, Liverpool (1883-84) and then 

emigrated to Canada where he became minister of Rockburn and Gore, 

Hinchinbrooke, Huntingdon County, Quebec. Mary‟s daughter Jean Beat (d.1900) 

married 1868 William Stewart (d.1923), schoolmaster and registrar of Rosneath.  

(4) Alexander Horsburgh (1813-1881). A journeyman joiner, first in Hilltown, 

Dundee, then in Maryhill and Anderston, Glasgow. He married (i) in 1832 Charlotte 

Neish (daughter of James Neish and Margaret Bisset in Hilltown, Dundee), (ii) in 

1839 Christian Niven, and (iii) in 1869 his first cousin Elizabeth Thomson (daughter 

of John Thomson and Janet Watson in St Andrews). Founder member (1852) 

Maryhill Horticultural Society, manager and beadle of Maryhill UP Church (1855-60). 

Alexander and Elizabeth are buried in the cemetery of St Andrews Cathedral, Fife, 

where a large monument also commemorates Elizabeth‟s brother Captain James 

Horsburgh Thomson (1833-1866) of the Mary Lawson who was drowned in the 

Pacific with his wife in 1866 and left a young family in Broughty Ferry. Among the 

descendants of Alexander Horsburgh is singer/songwriter Jimmy Somerville (b.1961) 

formerly with 1980‟s groups Bronski Beat and The Communards.  

(5) John Watson Horsburgh (1815-1880). First a tailor and then a flax porter in 

Dundee. He married 1834 Agnes Hill Edwards and appears to have spent some years 

in Boston, USA before returning to Dundee. John‟s death in 1880, while sleeping off 

a bought of drunkenness in the Dundee Police Office, caused a stir in the press. His 

surviving child, daughter Mary, was later a confectioner and ran her own shop at 19 

Dudhope Street, Dundee between 1885 and 1911. Mary‟s daughter Lizzie Bowden 

(aka Horsburgh) married Robert Morton, accountant with the Dundee Savings Bank.  

(6) Ann Watson Horsburgh (1818-1887). Married 1838 sea captain Thomas Tervit, 

master of the vessels Mary and Rose (1839-49), Marys (1849), Mary Jessie (1850-52), 

and Comely (1852-56) all of Dundee. Thomas appears to have died abroad. Ann lived 

at 22-26 Victoria Street. Her son Thomas Tervit junior (1841-1877) was a ship 

carpenter on the Grand Duke of Liverpool which was lost en route to Calcutta in 1877. 

His eldest son Thomas Tervit (b.1873) attended (1881-1887) Morgan Academy, 

Dundee and qualified 1
st
 class from Dundee Marine Engineering Academy in 1897. 

Second son Charles Tervit (1876-1932) was a fireman first in Dundee (1902) and 

Broughty Ferry, then deputy (1916-27) and Firemaster (1927-32) of Dunfermline Fire 

Brigade, Fife. Ann Horsburgh and Thomas Tervit also had a daughter Davina Tervit 

(d.1891) who married 1871 David Ferguson (d.1924), secretary to the Gilroy jute 

company, and whose house and land was at Norwood, Newport on Tay.  

(7) Balfour Horsburgh (1820-1895). A cloth lapper and calenderer, he appears also 

to have been a factory foreman. He married (i) in 1838 Eliza Nicoll (daughter of John 

Nicoll, Dundee) and (ii) in 1842 Jean Donaldson (daughter of Alexander Donaldson 

and Jean Taylor). He built a house (1859) at Victoria Street known as Horsburgh‟s 

Land which he sold in 1870 by which time he was a tea merchant at 41 Reform Street 

and held the license for selling alcohol at a public house in the Overgate. After 1872 
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he moved to Cupar in Fife where he lived at Honeyman‟s Close off the Kirkgate. A 

grandson George Robertson Horsburgh (1879-1947) was a fruiterer and confectioner 

at 169 Blackness Road, Dundee (1908-1912). A great grandson, also Balfour 

Horsburgh (b.1898), was a football player with Yoker Athletic, King‟s Park (Stirling) 

and Dumbarton FC. A daughter Christina Kidd Horsburgh (1852-1937) married 

Reverend Alexander Alison DD (1850-1922), minister of Cold Spring Church, New 

York, USA, and was mother of Reverend John Alison, of First Presbyterian Church, 

Holyoke, Massachusetts, and Reverend Alexander Alison (1874-1947), of First 

Presbyterian Church, New York. Christina‟s grandson Reverend Valentine Smith 

Alison BA was variously minister of Springfield Presbyterian, Federated Church of 

Tolland, Chateaugay & Burke Presbyterian, and Addison Presbyterian, USA.  

(8) Henry (Hendrie) Robertson Horsburgh (1823-c.1854). A ship carpenter he had 

moved to Glasgow with his father by 1841. He married 1845 Christina McGregor. 

Henry appears to have died abroad, probably during 1854. His son James Horsburgh 

(1852-1915) was a company clerk in Glasgow and Motherwell.  

(9) Janet (Jessie) Lowden Horsburgh (1826-1895). Janet was living in Glasgow 

with her father by 1841. She married 1850 Duncan McGregor, a shipwright.  

(10) Catherine Horsburgh (1829-1830).  

 
Above (left) Arncroach village and (right) Seafield House, Dundee. 

Below (left) 22-26 Victoria Street and (right) 41 Reform Street, Dundee.
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APPENDIX 2A: Horsburgh & Partners Commissions 1826-1837 

 

Year  Vessel  Buyers or Customers 

1827 Tyne sloop 68 tons Dundee & Newcastle Shipping Co 

1828 Fender sloop 60 tons Thomas Pitkethly, Dundee 

1828 Hannibal brig 146 tons James Bell, James Miller, John Wilson, 

Dundee 

1828 Arrow smack 19 tons David Martin, Broughty Ferry, William 

Martin, Montrose 

1828 Anna sloop 57 tons William Dutch, William Just, Janet Small, 

Dundee 

1828 Mary brig 124 tons James Kinnear junior, James Ireland, James 

Luke, Dundee 

1829 Jean Wilson brig 170 tons William Wilson, Dundee 

1829 Barge repair  Thomas Hampton, John Taylor, Dundee 

1830 Agenoran sloop 30 tons, 

repair 

John Fullarton, Dundee  

1830 Jean sloop 65 tons Alexander Paton, George Paton, William 

Caithness, Panbride  

1831 Chase brig 198 tons Thomas Erskine, Dundee 

1831 Star sloop 64 tons Dundee, Perth & London Shipping Co 

1831 Dainty Davie sloop 31 tons, 

repair, buy and re-sale 

Bought from John Findlay, Dundee, sold to 

Andrew Thomson, Dundee  

1831 Pitlessie barge 18 tons, 

repaired and re-sold  

Unknown  

1831 Betseys & Marys sloop 54 

tons, repair 

George Fender, Dundee  

1832 Lark sloop 62 tons Dundee, Perth & London Shipping Co 

1832 Morgan brig 162 tons George Kidd, Dundee 

1832 Albion brig 180 tons John Thain, Dundee 

1832 Robert schooner 65 tons Joseph Swankie, Dundee, Robert Swankie, 

Auchmithie 

1832 Maria sloop 61 tons George Robertson, Dundee, William Paton, 

Mains 

1833 Emma brig 212 tons, wreck, 

inspection report for repairs 

David Crighton, Dundee  

1833 Orion brig 192 tons Thomas Erskine, Robert Roger, Dundee 

1833 Gleaner brig 140 tons John Thain, Dundee 

1833 Superb barque 262 tons John Martin, James Stewart, Dundee 

1834 Clyde smack 91 tons Dundee, Perth & London Shipping Co 

1834 Mersey smack 91 tons Dundee, Perth & London Shipping Co 

1834 Clansman barque 255 tons Mary Blain, John Earl Blain, Dundee 

1835 Dumbarton Castle steam 

packet 98 tons, repair  

Shovelin, Sligo 

1835 Industrien steam tug 100 tons William Brodie, Gothenburg, Sweden 

1835 Erin smack 69 tons Anderson & Cathcart, Dundee, and 

Richardson & Clarke, Dublin  

1835 Harbour punts  Dundee Harbour Trustees  

1835 Vulcan barque 263 tons James Patrick, Walter Shaw, William 
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Shaw, Patrick Smith, James T Thomson, 
John W Thomson, Dundee, and James 

Gellatly MD, James Low, London 

1835 Falcon brig 178 tons Mary Blain, Jane Blain, John Earl Blain, 

Dundee 

1836 Jane Christie barque 251 tons Alexander Lawson, James Miller, George 

Scott, Dundee 

1836 Robert & William brigantine 

115 tons 

Andrew Doig, Joseph Garland, George 

Scott junior, Dundee  

1836 Harbour extension (? punts) Dundee Harbour Trustees  

1837 Dove schooner 84 tons Alexander and Hugh Galloway, Dundee 

1837 Warrior ship 307 tons John Earl Blain, Dundee 

1837 Margery schooner 82tons Andrew Spence, Broughty Ferry 

1837 Mary & Rose schooner 59 

tons 

James Horsburgh senior, James Horsburgh 

junior, Dundee  

 

 

APPENDIX 2B: Known vessels constructed at Robert Barclay’s 1838-1846 

 

1838 Henry  Unknown  

1839 Islay schooner 51 tons Mutter and Co, Glasgow 

1840 Sydney barque 310 tons A&J Kidson, Glasgow 

1840 Rover schooner 99 tons McBrayne, Glasgow 

1842 Carone (Caroni) brig 228 tons J Wilson, Glasgow 

1844 Chaucer barque 245 tons Robert Barclay, Elder & Co, Glasgow 

1844 Dryden schooner 92 tons Robert Barclay, Glasgow  

 

 

 

 

 
The foot of Trades‟ Lane, Dundee as it appears today. In the left background is St Andrews church and 

the Wellgate. The white buildings in the centre of the view stand on the site of the former New 

Shipbuilding Co yard. 
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APPENDIX 3: The Shipwright Partners 1826-1841 

 

Name  Born  1841  

address 

1841 

occupation  

Died  

Thomas 

Blair 

Unknown  Unknown  Unknown  Unknown  

Henry 

Chapman 

1777 

Elie, Fife 

Gellatly Street 

Dundee 

Shipbuilder 

age 60 

1843 Dundee 

Ship carpenter 

age 65 

John  

Elder  

c.1791 

Dundee 

Peter St 

Dundee 

Shipbuilder 

age 50 

? 1859 Dundee 

age 77 

Andrew 

Fleming aka 

Flemingston 

1796 

Crail, Fife 

18 Magdalen 

Yard Road 

Dundee 

Ship 

carpenter 

age 45 

1849 Dundee 

Ship carpenter 

age 58 

Alexander 

Galloway 

c.1801 

Scotland  

Nether Street 

Dysart, Fife 

Boat builder 

age 40 

Unknown  

Joseph  

Garland 

1808 

Dundee 

High Street  

Newburgh, 

Fife 

Shipbuilder 

age 35 

1891 Dundee 

Shipbuilder 

age 82 

Thomas  

Gray 

c.1803 

Forfarshire 

161 Seagate 

Dundee 

Shipwright 

age 38 

? 1868 Dundee 

Peter  

Hanton  

1785 

Dundee 

45 Brown 

Street 

Dundee 

Shipwright 

age 48 

Unknown  

at Letham, Monimail 

in 1861 

James  

Horsburgh 

1786 

Anstruther 

Easter, Fife 

Finnieston  

Glasgow 

Shipwright 

age 50 

1860 Glasgow 

Shipbuilder 

age 74 

George  

Livie  

or Levee 

c.1801 

Forfarshire  

St Margaret‟s 

Close 

Dundee 

Shipwright  

age 40 

Unknown  

John  

McGlashan 

1789 

Longforgan 

Seagate 

Dundee 

Shipbuilder 

age 50 

1843 Dundee 

Carpenter 

 age 53 

James  

Rodger  

c.1801 

?Eassie, 

Forfarshire 

Gellatly St 

Dundee 

Shipbuilder 

age 40 

Unknown  

? at 21 Dallfield 

Walk, Dundee in 

1851, pauper age 53 

William 

Rodger 

c.1799 

Perth 

Linktown 

Abbotshall, 

Fife 

Carpenter 

journeyman 

age 40 

1884 Dundee 

House carpenter and 

owner age 85 

John 

Smith  

1792 

? Dundee 

Seagate  

Dundee 

Shipwright 

journeyman 

age 50 

? 1846 Dundee, 

carpenter 

age 63 

Robert 

Young 

c.1801 

Forfarshire  

St Mary‟s 

Close 

Dundee 

Carpenter 

age 40 

Unknown  
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APPENDIX 4: Account for Repairs to the sloop Agenora of Dundee, 1829-1831 

 

DATE DETAILS COST 

1829, Dec 29 Smith work – to a steel chisel 1s 1½d 

1829, Dec 29 Smith work – to a punch 1s 8d 

1829, Dec 29 Smith work – to 1 punch repaired  1s 3d 

1829, Dec 29 Smith work – to 1 pair of tongs repaired 1s 4d 

1830, Jan 6 Smith work – to an auger lengthened  1s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a plunging bolt repaired 1s 2d 

1830, Jan 7 Smith work – to 2 plates for keel 6s 3d 

1830, Jan 8 Smith work – to 5 bolts and nails 2s 1d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a socket for driving bolts 2s 6d 

1830, Jan 9 Smith work – to keel bolt repaired  2s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 2 keel plates  4s 9½d 

1830, Jan 12 Smith work – to 2 bolts and nails 1s 3d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a foot put in pot  1s 3d 

1830, Jan 13 Smith work – to a plate for drum chather*  1s 7½d  

1830, “ Smith work – to brushes for chather*  1s 6d 

1830, Jan 20 Smith work – to 6 forelocks for bolts  1s 6d 

1830, Jan 23 Smith work – to 6 forelocks  1s 6d 

1830, Jan 25 Smith work – to 8 bolts headed 1s 2d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 12 bolts 6s 5½d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 1 cast iron pump and mounting £4 15s 

1830, “  Smith work – to 1 cast iron stove £1 12s 

1830, Feb 7 Smith work – to 166 half inch bolts cut and headed 6s 

1830, “ Smith work – to 3 tackle plates repaired and 1 made 3s 

1830, “ Smith work – to 12 chain plate bolts repaired 3s 

1830, “ Smith work – to 6 backfull plates made 1s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 107 three eighth iron bolts cut and 

headed 

3s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 4 bolts repaired with iron  1s 8d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 8 rail bolts  1s 5½d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 6 rail bolts repaired  1s 6d 

1830, Feb 18 Smith work – to 6 dead eye straps  £2 1s 3d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a windlass pall cut  10d 

1830, Feb 20 Smith work – to 2 strap, 2 eye bolts and nails 6s 10d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a strong bar for chain altered  6s 4d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 7 forelock bolts and 6 eye bolts 3s 1½d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a plate for cathead and nails 1s 10½d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 1 eye bolt 1s 7½d 

1830, Feb 23 Smith work – to 12 tacks pins 3s 7½d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 1 quarter iron made pins 3s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 2 bolts for iron made pins 3s 5d 

1830, Feb 24 Smith work – to hatch bar repaired with iron  3s 9d 

1830, “ Smith work – to a guard iron bar repaired with iron  3s 6d 

1830, “  Smith work – to 2 dugs and staples for water cask 3s 5d 

1830, Feb 26 Smith work – to 2 levantrel* hook blocks stamped 5s 6d 

1830, Feb 27 Smith work – to bottom for cookhouse  5s 10d 



42 

 

1830, “ Smith work – to repairing bottom for cookhouse 5s 6d 

1830, “ Smith work – to 2 eye bolts and 2 forelock bolts  1s 3d 

1830, Mar 26 Ship work – to oak planks and spike nails 2s 10¼d 

1830, “ Ship work – to nails and bolts, 3½ days work 13s 2d 

1830, Mar 27 Ship work – to pines, planks, bolts and pitch 9s 4¼d 

1830, “ Ship work – to pitch and tar 3s 11d 

1830, “ Ship work – to tree nails, oak, tar, 4 days work 16s 4d 

1830, Mar 29 Ship work – to tar and nails 1s 2¼d 

1830, “ Ship work – to oak planks, 1 days work 4s 6d 

1830, Mar 30 Ship work – to tar, bolts, and nails, 1 days work 4s 1½d 

1830, Mar 31 Ship work – to 1 days work  3s 3d 

1830, Apr 2 Ship work – to pump tacks and ¼ days work 11¼ 

1830, July 7 Ship work – to repairing boat pole 15s 10¾d 

1830, “ Ship work – to bolts, tar, pitch and resin 4s 1½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to oak planks, 1 days work 4s 9d 

1830, July 8 Ship work – to oak planks, 1 days work 2s 5½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to nails, ½ days work 6s 4d 

1830, Oct 5 Ship work – to oak timber 12s 3d 

1830, Oct 7 Ship work – to nails and oak, 1 days work 10s 6½d  

1830, “ Ship work – to 1 days work 3s 3d 

1830, Oct 8 Ship work – to sheet copper, copper and other nails 8s 2d 

1830, “ Ship work – to sawing 20ft hardwood, nails and oak 1s 7½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to tar, oak planks, 1 days work 6s 2½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to nails and oak planks 2s 0½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to 100 pump tacks, spike nails 1s 7½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to oak planks, 1 days work 7s 7½d 

1830, Oct 12 Ship work – to copper nails and pine 3s 10½ 

1830, “ Ship work – to nails and ¼ days work 1s 2¼d 

1830, Nov 5 Ship work – to copper nails, pump tacks, eye bolts 1s 6½d 

1830, “ Ship work – to oak, and copper bolts 7s 6d 

1830, “ Ship work – to 3 and ¾ days work 12s 2¼d 

1830, Nov 16 Ship work – to 25 baton nails 3½d 

1831, Jan 7 Ship work – to tar and 2 days work 8s 

1831, May 7 BY CASH £21 7s 8¼d 

1831, June 16 BY CASH £3 

 

*Words marked with an asterisk appeared to read as indicated but a search for ship 

building and metal working terms produced no clarification of meaning. 
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APPENDIX 5: Known Voyages of schooner Mary and Rose, 1838-1854 

 

The following records are derived from lists of arrivals and departures at the port of 

Dundee and shipping reported in the Dundee, Perth and Cupar Advertiser, Dundee 

Courier, The Aberdeen Journal and General Advertiser for the North of Scotland, 

Arbroath Guide, Scotsman, The Hull Packet and others. Appointments of captains 

have been added. Arrival and departure point is the port of Dundee. 

 

Date Event Captain Cargo 

1838, 21 Feb Departed for London Reach Timber 

“ 10 Mar Arrived Goole from Dundee Reach  -  

“ 25 Apr Arrived from Harlingen Reach Goods 

“ 2 May Departed for Harlingen Reach Goods 

“ 17 May At Harlingen from Dundee Reach  - 

“ 21 Jul Arrived from Harlingen Reach Flax 

“ 22 Jul Departed for South Ferry Reach Flax 

“ 29 Sep Left Grangemouth for Sunderland Reach  Pig iron 

“ 10 Nov Arrived Grangemouth from Harlingen Reach  Cheeses  

“ 14 Dec At Harlingen from Leith Reach  - 

“ 22 Dec At Shields from Harlingen  Reach  - 

1839, 29 Jan At Harlingen from Newcastle  Reach  - 

“ 28 Feb  At Newcastle from Harlingen  Reach  Cheese, flax, 

linseed, oats 

“ 2 Mar Customs House Newcastle; Thomas Tervit 

appointed captain 

  

“ 29 Mar At Harlingen from Newcastle  Reach   

“ 23 May At Newcastle from Harlingen Tervit  Cheese, flax 

“ 1 Jun Reported left Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ 14 Jun At Stockton from Harlingen  Tervit  Cheese, flax 

“ 13 Jul At Leith from Harlingen Tervit Cheese, flax, 

linseed cake 

“ 23 Aug At Leith from Harlingen Tervit Cheese  

“ 31 Oct At Newcastle from Harlingen  Tervit  Grease, oats, 

cheese 

“ 8 Nov Reported left Newcastle for Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ 24 Nov Reported left Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ Nov Damaged in gale and put in Firth of Forth  Tervit  -  

“ 27 Dec Reported arrived Harlingen from Stockton Tervit  - 

1840, 11 Jan Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 22 Jan Departed for Cockenzie Tervit Ballast 

“ 17 Apr Reported at Stockton from Harlingen Tervit - 

“ 22 Jun Reported at Harlingen from Newcastle  Tervit  -  

“ 29 June Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 4 Jul Departed for Cockenzie Tervit Ballast 

“ 13 Jul Arrived Harlingen from Cockenzie  Tervit  - 

“ 7 Aug Reported left Stockton for Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ 28 Aug Reported at Hull from Harlingen  Tervit  Cheese, 

linseed cakes 

“ 11 Sep Reported left Newcastle for Harlingen  Tervit  - 
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“ 12 Oct Arrived Hull from Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ 22 Oct Departed Hull for Harlingen  Tervit  -  

“ 18 Nov Reported put into Whitby on way from 

Harlingen to Stockton because of weather 

Tervit - 

“ 10 Dec Reported at Harlingen from Stockton Tervit - 

1841, 6 Jan Customs House Newcastle: John Hayes 

appointed captain 

  

“ 19 Mar Customs House Stockton: Thomas Tervit 

appointed captain 

  

“ 29 Mar Arrived Harlingen from Stockton  Tervit  - 

“ 7 May Arrived Hull from Harlingen  Tervit  cheeses 

“ 6 Jul Reported at Harlingen from Stockton Tervit - 

“ 16 Jul Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 23 Jul Departed for St David‟s Tervit Ballast 

“ 31 Aug Reported at Harlingen Tervit - 

“ 18 Sep Arrived Leith from Harlingen  Tervit  Wheat, cheese 

“ 2 Dec Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 14 Dec Departed for Harlingen Tervit Goods 

1842, 14 Feb Reported at Harlingen from Stockton Tervit - 

“ 25 Apr Reported at Harlingen Tervit - 

“ 15 June Arrived from Stockton Tervit Ballast 

“ 17 June Departed for Leith Tervit Ballast 

“ 22 June Arrived from Leith Tervit Ballast 

“ 1 Jul Departed for Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 21 Jul Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 10 Aug Departed for Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 3 Sep Reported at Harlingen from Scotland Tervit  - 

“ 30 Oct Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Flax 

“ 8 Nov Departed for Sunderland Tervit Ballast 

“ 21 Nov Reported at Vlie from Sunderland Tervit - 

“ 11 Dec Arrived from Stockton Tervit Ballast 

“ 16 Dec Departed for Harlingen Tervit Goods 

1843, 30 Jan Reported goods stolen from vessel at Dundee Tervit  Tobacco  

“ 23 Feb Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 29 Mar Departed for Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 20 Apr Arrived from Harlingen Tervit Goods 

“ 5 May Departed for London Tervit Potatoes 

“ 28 Jul Arrived Newcastle from Rotterdam  Tervit  Bark, mats 

“ 1 Sep Arrived from Stockton Tervit Coals 

1844, 27 Jan Departed for Abbeville Tervit Goods 

“ 4 Feb Reported at St Valery-sur-Somme Tervit - 

“ 6 Mar Arrived from Clackmannan Tervit Coals 

“ 25 Mar Departed for Abbeville Tervit Goods 

“ 6 Apr Arrived Valery-Sur-Somme from Dundee Tervit  - 

“ 19 Apr Reported at Deal: Abbeville - Shields Tervit - 

“ 23 May Reported at Havre Tervit - 

“ 11 Jul Reported in Sound: Inverkeithing - Cronstadt Tervit - 

“ 20 Jul Reported at Petersburg from Inverkeithing  Tervit  - 
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“ 2 Sep Reported in Sound: Petersburg – Dundee  Tervit  - 

“ 5 Sep Arrived from St Petersburg Tervit Flax 

“ 8 Sep Departed for Narva Tervit Ballast 

“ 13 Sep Reported in Sound: Dundee - Narva Tervit - 

“ 18 Oct Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

1845,29 Apr Departed Newcastle for Copenhagen  Tervit  Waldridge  

“  7 May Reported at Copenhagen from Newcastle Tervit - 

“ 19 June Reported in Sound: Riga - Dundee Tervit - 

“ 4 July Arrived from Riga Tervit Flax 

“ 9 July Departed for Narva Tervit Ballast 

“ 14 Jul Reported in Sound: Dundee - Riga Tervit - 

“ 23 Jul Reported at Skallagrass, Riga to Dundee Tervit  

“ 22 Aug Reported in Sound: Narva - Dundee Tervit - 

“ 23 Aug Collided with Urania near Elsinore Tervit - 

“ 1 Sep Departed Elsinore for Dundee Tervit - 

“ 16 Sep Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

“ 19 Sep Departed for Narva Tervit Ballast 

“ 25 Sep Reported in Sound: Dundee - Narva Tervit - 

“ 30 Oct Reported in Sound: Narva - Dundee Tervit - 

“  9 Nov Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

“ 18 Nov Departed for Hartlepool Tervit Ballast 

“ 29 Nov Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

“ 10 Dec Departed for Newcastle Tervit Ballast 

“ 20 Dec Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

1846, 3 Jan Departed for Newcastle Tervit Ballast 

“ 11 Jan Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

“ 3 Feb Departed for Hull Tervit Goods 

“ 21 Mar Arrived from Wemyss Tervit Coals 

“ 1 Apr Departed for Newcastle Tervit Ballast 

“ 24 Apr Reported in Sound: Dundee - Riga Tervit - 

“ 4 May Reported at Riga from Dundee Tervit - 

“ 10 Jun Reported left Riga for Leith Tervit - 

“ 22 June Reported in Sound: Riga - Leith Tervit - 

“ 29 Jun Arrived at Leith from Riga  Tervit Hemp & flax 

“ 30 Jun Reported at Leith from Riga Tervit - 

“ 23 Jul Reported in Sound: Charlestown - Reval Tervit - 

“ 27 Aug Reported in Sound: Reval - Schiedam Tervit - 

“ 8 Sep Reported at Helvoet from Reval Tervit - 

“ 17 Sep Reported left Brille for Riga Tervit - 

“ 28 Sep Reported in Sound: Schiedam - Baltic Tervit - 

“ 11 Oct Reported at Riga Tervit - 

“ 29 Oct Sprung leak at Riga while loading Tervit - 

“ 19 Nov Reported left Riga for Dundee Tervit - 

“ 1 Dec Reported in Sound: Riga - Dundee Tervit - 

“ 23 Dec Arrived from Riga Tervit Flax 

1847, 11 Jan Departed for Newcastle Tervit Ballast 

“ 26 Jan Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

“ 10 Feb Departed for Hull Tervit Flax 
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“ 16 Mar Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

“ 29 Mar Departed  for Danzig Tervit Ballast 

“ 5 Apr Reported in Sound: Dundee - Danzig Tervit - 

“ 11 Apr Reported at Danzig from Dundee Tervit - 

“ 27 May Reported in Sound: Goole - Danzig Tervit - 

“ 8 Jun Reported left Danzig for Elsinore Tervit - 

“ 15 Jun Reported in Sound: Danzig - England Tervit - 

“ 26 Sep Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

“ 2 Oct Departed for Baltic Tervit Ballast 

“ 21 Oct Reported in Sound: Dundee - Baltic Tervit - 

“ 24 Oct Reported at Danzig from Dundee Tervit - 

1848,14 Mar Departed for Memel Tervit Ballast 

“ 6 Apr Reported in Sound: Dundee - Baltic Tervit - 

“ 13 Apr Reported at Memel from Dundee Tervit - 

“ 22 Apr Reported left Memel for Aberdeen Tervit - 

“ 26 Apr Reported in Sound: Memel - Aberdeen Tervit - 

“ 4 May Arrived Aberdeen from Memel Tervit Flax  

“ 10 May Departed Aberdeen for Narva  Tervit - 

“ 13 May Reported in Sound: Aberdeen - Narva Tervit - 

“ 21 Jun Reported in Sound: Narva – Dundee  Tervit - 

“ 24 Jun Ran aground at Elsinore Tervit - 

“ 6 Jul Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

“ 8 Jul Departed for Narva Tervit Ballast 

“ 14 Jul Reported in Sound: Dundee – Narva  Tervit - 

“ 2 Sep Reported in Sound: Narva – Dundee  Tervit - 

“ 18 Sep Arrived from Narva Tervit Flax 

“ 22 Sep Departed for Baltic Tervit Ballast 

“ 7 Oct Reported in Sound: Dundee – Baltic  Tervit - 

“ 19 Oct Reported at Riga from Dundee Tervit - 

“ 16 Nov Reported in Sound: Riga - Kirkcaldy Tervit - 

1849, 15 Jan Arrived from Newcastle Tervit Coals 

“ 19 Mar Departed for Pernau Tervit Ballast 

“ 24 Apr Reported in Sound: Dundee – Pernau  Tervit - 

“ 5 Jun Reported in Sound: Pernau - Dundee Tervit - 

“ 5 Jun Reported in Sound: Pernau – Belfast  Tervit - 

“ 7 Jul Customs House Belfast: John Ogilvie 

appointed captain 

  

“ 19 Aug Reported in Sound: Liverpool - Narva Ogilvie - 

“ 4 Sep Reported at Narva from Liverpool Ogilvie - 

“ 28 Sep Reported left Narva for Dundee Ogilvie - 

“ 13 Oct Reported in Sound: Narva - Dundee Ogilvie - 

“ 6 Nov Arrived from Narva Ogilvie Flax 

“ 15 Nov Departed for Seaham Ogilvie Ballast 

1850, 3 Jan Arrived from Hartlepool Ogilvie Coals 

“ 24 Jan Customs House Dundee: George Duncan 

appointed captain 

  

“ 27 Jan Departed for Boulogne Duncan Flax 

“ 4 Feb Reported at Boulogne from Dundee Duncan - 
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“ 10 Feb Reported left Boulogne for Seaham Duncan - 

“ 8 April Customs House Dundee: John Ogilvie 

appointed captain 

  

“ 24 Apr Reported in Sound: Dundee - Riga Ogilvie - 

“ 7 May Reported at Riga from Dundee Ogilvie - 

“ 5 Jun Reported in Sound: Riga - Dundee Ogilvie - 

“ 17 Jun Arrived from Riga Ogilvie Flax 

“ 11 Sep Reported in Sound: Petersburg – Dundee  Ogilvie  - 

“ 26 Sep Customs House Dundee: David Scott 

appointed captain 

  

“ 27 Sep Departed for Baltic Scott Ballast 

“ 5 Oct Reported in Sound: Dundee - Riga Scott - 

“ 11 Oct Reported at Riga from Dundee Scott - 

“ 15 Nov Reported left Riga for Aberdeen Scott - 

“ 20 Nov Reported in Sound: Riga - Aberdeen Scott - 

“ 26 Nov Arrived Aberdeen from Riga Scott Flax 

“ 9 Dec Departed Aberdeen for Newcastle  Scott - 

“ 17 Dec Arrived from Seaham Scott Coals 

1851, 1 Apr Departed for Dunkirk Scott Flax 

“ 5 Apr Reported at Dunkirk from Dundee Scott - 

“ 18 Apr Reported left Dunkirk for London Scott - 

“ 6 Jun Reported left London for Riga Scott - 

“ 11 Jun Reported in Sound: London - Riga Scott - 

“ 14 Jun Reported at Balderaa from London Scott - 

“ 5 Jul Reported at Riga from London Scott - 

“ 17 Jul Reported in Sound: Riga - Fleetwood Scott - 

“ 2 Aug At Stornoway from Riga heading Liverpool Scott - 

“ 11 Aug Reported at Fleetwood from Riga Scott - 

“ 12 Sep Reported left Liverpool for St Petersburg Scott - 

“ 8 Oct Reported in Sound: Liverpool – St Petersburg Scott - 

“ 17 Oct Reported at Cronstadt from Liverpool Scott - 

“ 13 Nov Reported left Cronstadt for Dundee Scott - 

“ 24 Nov Reported in Sound: Petersburg – Dundee  Scott -  

“ 2 Dec Arrived from St Petersburg Scott Flax 

“ 3 Dec Reported arrived from St Petersburg  Scott Flax, tow, 

lathwood 

1852, 10 Jan Departed for Havre Scott Flax 

“ 19 Jan Reported at Havre Scott - 

“ 28 Jan Reported left Havre for Dundee Scott - 

“ 9 Feb Reported arrived from Seaham Scott Coals 

“ 21 Feb Departed for Dunkirk Scott Flax 

“ 27 Feb Reported at Dunkirk from Dundee Scott - 

“ 3 Mar Reported left Dunkirk for Seaham Scott - 

“ 15 Mar Arrived from Seaham Scott Coals 

“ 17 Apr Departed for Dunkirk Scott Flax 

“ 23 Apr Reported at Dunkirk from Dundee Scott - 

“ 29 Apr Reported left Dunkirk for Newcastle Scott - 

“ 24 May Reported in Sound: Newcastle - Riga Scott - 

“ 2 Jun Reported at Balderaa from Newcastle Scott - 
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“ 15 Jul Reported in Sound: Riga - London Scot - 

“ 26 Jul Reported at London from Riga Scott - 

“ 2 Aug „Entered out at London for Mogadore‟ Scott - 

“ 1 Sep Reported in Sound: Newcastle - Rouen Scott - 

“ 14 Sep Reported at Bolderaa from Rouen Scott - 

“ 26 Sep Reported left Bolderaa for Elsinore Scott - 

“ 13 Oct Reported in Sound: Riga - Scotland Scott - 

“ 23 Oct Arrived from Riga Scott Flax 

“ 4 Nov Departed for Seaham Scott Ballast 

“ 13 Nov Arrived from Seaham Scott Coals 

“ 17 Nov Departed for Seaham Scott Coals 

1853, 29 Jan Reported passing through Caledonian Canal from 

Caernarvon to Dundee 
Scott - 

“ 9 Feb Arrived from Bangor Scott Slates 

“ 6 Apr Departed for Forth Scott Ballast 

“ 2 May Reported in Sound: Bo‟ness - Baltic Scott - 

“ 3 May Reported at Swinemmunde from Bo‟ness Scott - 

“ 26 May Reported in Sound: Swinemunde - Dartmouth Scott - 

“ 8 Jul Reported Riga  Scott  -  

“ 12 Jul Reported loading at Liverpool for Riga Scott - 

“ 29 Jul Reported in Sound: Liverpool - Riga Scott - 

“ 2 Aug Reported at Riga from Liverpool Scott - 

“ 24 Aug Reported left Bolderaa for Aberdeen Scott - 

“ 5 Sep Reported in Sound: Riga - Scotland Scott - 

“ 8 Oct Reported in Sound: Newcastle - Cronstadt Scott - 

“ 20 Oct Reported at Cronstadt from Newcastle Scott - 

“ 15 Nov Reported left Cronstadt for Elsinore Scott - 

“ 26 Nov Reported in Sound: Petersburg - London Scott - 

“12 Dec Reported at London from Cronstadt Scott - 

1854, Mar At Dundee. John Strachan recorded as captain Strachan - 

 

 
The Custom House at Dundee harbour was completed in 1843.  



49 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Down through the years I have used the archives of a number of institutions in 

Scotland whose archivists, keepers and assistants I would like to thank for allowing 

me access to their collections and for answering my various queries. In particular I 

would like to acknowledge Iain E.F. Flett, City Archivist, Dundee City Archives, 

Richard Cullen, Archivist (retired), Dundee City Archives, Dr Norman H. Reid, Head 

of Special Collections and Assistant Director of Library Services, University of St 

Andrews, Rachel Hart, Muniments Archivist and Deputy Head of Special Collections, 

University of St Andrews, Moira Mackenzie, Reader Services Manager, Department 

of Special Collections, University of St Andrews, also the staff of the National 

Records of Scotland (formerly National Archives of Scotland, formerly Scottish 

Record Office), the staff of the Local History Centre, Dundee Central Library, the 

staff at Glasgow Life, Archives and Special Collections, The Mitchell Library, 

Glasgow, the staff at Archive Services, University of Dundee and the staff at Fife 

Archives and Records Management Centre, Markinch. Thanks also to James L. Noble 

at Grand Lodge Scotland for advice regarding Masonic membership records and 

finally to the volunteers and fellow members of the Tay Valley Family History 

Society, Dundee, with whom I have shared many a blether during my time spent in 

front of microfilm readers. 

 

IMAGE CREDITS 

I have used a variety of images intended to give a sense of the places mentioned in the 

text and have endeavoured to obtain permission to reproduce images from relevant 

organisations which hold copyright. These are credited both next to the image and in 

the listing below. I have included a number of images derived from plates in 19
th

 

century printed works which are, to the best of my knowledge, either not in copyright 

or are available under Creative Commons whereby they may be reproduced provided 

the original author is attributed and the work in which they are reproduced is non-

commercial. If any images reproduced within this present work have not been 

correctly attributed, or if it is believed copyright may have been infringed, I was 

unaware of any infringement at the time of publication. 

 

The following photographs are © of D Horsburgh:  

(p.1)Headstone in Howff Cemetery. 

(p.5) Side view of Kenny‟s Music Store (former Caledonian Hall). 

(p.6) Front view of Kenny‟s Music Store (former Caledonian Hall). 

(p.11) Headstone in Howff Cemetery, Dundee (p.11). 
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